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rein is conſider'd at large, the Attorney 
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_ fame Work, Entital'd an Anſwer to Frauds &c. } 
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whatſoever. Witneſs my Hand 
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concerning Books and Cuſhions carr 
from St. Paul's to Ludgate Church. 
| _ h "— pt 


N ( Refer'd to in the laſt Page.) 


Pon ſhutting up the Choir of St. Paul's 

in Eaſter Week 15 10, I deſird ſuch of 
the Reſidentiaries and their Ladies that were 
then in Town to accept of a Pew in my Church, 
as having Right to a Seat there, | 

My Sexton thereupon borrowed for their Uſe © 
ſome ſtuff Cuſbions and Prayer oats, from __ -- 
PauPs, which were retarwd before the Choir 
was open d, without being calld for, as my 
Sexton declares.  _ „ 

I do not know of any Cuſhions, Books or Fur- 
niture belonging to St. Paul's Cathedral ever 
brought to my Church upon any other Occaſion 


William Whitfeld. |; 


1712. 1 | 
| Rector of St. Martin's Ludgate b 
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Page 6. line 38. after Publick d. ſuch. p. 14. l. 18. for 
them r. Men. p. 24. I. 37. here and in the 9 following lines 
for South r. always North, and vice verſa. p. 25+ l. 37. for 
that r. what. p. 27. l. 1. for of r · on. p. 35+ I. 23. after 
Council add inſtructed. p. 36. I. 21. dele. his. p. 50. 1.33. 
for deſired r. deſire, p. 54. J. 27. for the ſame they uſed at 
r. borrow'd from. p. 16,1. 38. fos he r. they. 8 
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FRAU DS and ABUSES 


St. Paul's, &:. 


: Advertiſements, that threatned a full and 
pee 

a Work of five Days, out comes, at laſt, a 
| wretched Piece of one ; for they tell us, p. 3. that 
tis but Part of 4 full and compleat Anſwer, which, 
if we will believe them, is juſt now ready to be pub- 
iiſhd, What that great Work will prove, tis 
not hard to forſee, if we may judge by this Spe- 
cimen, which, from Beginning to End, is ſuch a 
miſerable Performance, that every honeſt and 
impartial Reader, who has look'd into Frauds 
and Abuſes, will ſee, upon a very flight Peruſal, 
that the Authors are quite miſtaken in the Title 
ehe have given their Works and that ner” hon 


300 


FTER a Labour of Ten long Months, 5 
a very decent Diſtance from the firſt 


y Anſwer to Frauds and Abuſes at St. Paul's, 


41 
»- 
2 
Ss. 
8 
5 
0 
2 
- 
fi. 
1 
ab 
0 
1 = 
Jy -7 
18 
18 
S. 
y. 
2 
© - 
« , 
= 
= 
* .4 
Ss > 


* 
neee 


_ 
— TS — — 


— 2 PR 


— — — 


Fatt againſt Scandal, they ſhould have calbd it, 
Scandal againſt Fact; for ſuch in Truth it is, a 


Heap of Scandal and Miſrepreſentation, and either 


falſe or impertinent throughout, where they ſpeak | 
' themſelves. What could tempt Men to offer 
at a Defence of ſo ill a Cauſe, after having been 
ſo long ſilent, but that they think, they can now 
eaſily impoſe on their Readers? And what could 
give them ſucn a Thought, but that they know, 7 
the Book they pretend to anſwer, is now ſcarce 
to be had, and ſtrongly preſume, that the Con- 
tents of it are by this Time pretty well forgot? 
For to all who can have Recourſe to that Book, | 
or have any tolerable Remembrance of it, l'm 
perſwaded no further Anſwer can ſeem neceſſa- 
ry to any thing alledg'd in this Defence; and for 
that Reaſon, were Frauds and Abuſes now com- 
mon to. be had, I ſhould, without ſaying one | 
Word, leave the Cauſe intirely to the Reader's | 
cow Judgment, upon comparing together the | 
Accuſation and Defence: Nay their own Defence, 
to a careful and obſerving Man, carries in it 
ſuch plain Marks of a bad Cauſe, that I ſhould | 
make no Difficulty of leaving it to expoſe it ſelf, | 
were it not that they ſhelter themſelves under 
a Report made, as they pretend, in their Favour, | 
by the Arrorney General, which is the only Thing | 
in their Book that deſerves the leaſt Regard : ? 
For the Sake of that I ſhall run over the whole, 
and point out to the Reader in a few Remarks, 
the moſt ſcandalous Paſſages, by which he may | 
be able to judge of the Integrity and Honeſty | 
of theſe Men, and of the Credit to be given to | 
them. Bur firſt I would obſerve in general, that 
of 80 Pages, the 30 laſt are perfectly foreign to 
the main Point, the Vindication of Mr, Ferizgs. | 
Of the other 50, the Introduction, to p. 8, is 
call'd, A brief Narrative, explaining the Riſe _ 1 
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Occaſion of this Quarrel ;, which is all of it a ridi- 


culous and groſs Fiction, to blacken the Dean of 


St. Paul's, Dr. Hare, Mr. Spencer Clerk of the 


Works, aid Mr. Jones Undertaker of the Iron 
Fence, and repreſent them as engag'd in a deep 
* Deſign againſt Mr. Jenings, right or wrong. 
As to the Dirt thrown at the two Firſt, the Dean 
and Dr. Hare, tis but Dirt, and is below their 
Notice, or any Body's elſe, in their Behalf. But 
Il muſt obſerve, an Occaſion of theſe two Names, 


one Fallacy, that runs thro'out this choice Pieces, 
which is to make it thought, that they two only 
have been the Managers of all that has been 
done in Relation to Mr. Jenings, and the 1ron- 
Fence, Whereas all who have look'd into theſe 
Matters, know that two Men could do Nothing 
of themſelves, that they had no Power or Au- 
thority, but as they were in Her Majeſty's Com- 
miſſion, that Nothing could be done without the 
Concurrence of ſix Commiſſioners at leaſt ; that 
in all the Meetings, but one, where any Thing 
was done, with Reſpect to Mr. Jenings, or Mr. 
Jones, there was a greater Number: Mr. Jones's 
firſt Appearance was before Ten, of which the 
Archbiſhop, the Biſhops of Ely and Lincoln were 


Three; and at the next Meeting Twelve were 


preſent, when Mr. Jenes, purſuant to Order, 


brought in his Propoſals; but the Conſideration 


of them, tho' the Commiſſioners were ſo many, 
and all of a Mind, except Sir Ch. Wren, was de- 
fer'd; becauſe the Archbiſhop could not be pre- 
ſent, till another Meeting held at Lambeth, Jan. 
28, 1709-10. when it was reſolv'd by his Grace 


and the reſt preſent, That the Fence ſhould be of 


caſt and turn'd Iron, and that Mr. Jones ſhould be 


| | the Perſon to be agreed with to do the ſame, &c. 


And | 
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And as to Mr. Jenings, the firſt Complaint 


gainſt him concerning the great Numbers of Men 
employ d by him and their Mages, was made at a 3 
Meeting at Lambeth, Sir Chriſtopher Wren being 
preſent, to whom the Dean had made the ſamne 
Complaint long before, but without Effect, 
which determined him at laſt to take this publick 
Notice of it. This Meeting was Sept. 13. 1710. 
ſeveral Months before the Dean had heard of 
any Thing objected to Mr. Jenings by any under 
Carpenters; whoſe Petition and Articles recited, 


pag. 13—— 16. were not preſented till Febr. 20. 


following, when Nine Commiſſioners were pre- 
ſent, of which the Biſhops of Ely and Lincoln were 
two. The ſame two Biſhops were preſent, March 
20. when the Dean and Chapter were deſired to 
draw up a Repreſentation of what had appear'd to | 
them upon Examination in Relation to Mr. Fe- ©: 
ning, to be laid before the Archbiſhop and Bi- 
ſhop of London, with the Commiſſioners Opinion, 
That Mr. Jerings ought to be diſmiſod from the Ser- 
vice, of the Church and proſecuted. At the next 
Meeting, April 14. the Biſhops of London and 
Ely were preſent, when it was order'd, That Mr. 7 
hrould be diſcharg'a off and from all Work | 
belonging to the Fabrick of St. Paul's, The ſame } 
Biſhops were likewiſe preſent at tke g 4 
9 
e 


Jenings 


April zo. when the Deans of St. Paul's, St. Haq 
and Serum, were defired to draw up the Repr 


tation to the Queen, in a Letter to the Lord 
Chamberlain, in Anſwer to one from Sir J. Stan- 
ley by his Order; and again, May the 5th, when 
the aid Letter was read, approv'd and fign'd, | 
which Letter is inſerted at length in Frauds and 
Albuſes, pag. 28. 32, 
From this ſhort Accsunt of theſe Meetings it 
appears, That the Inſults made in this paultry 
Pamphlet,upon the Dean of St. Pauls andDr. Hare | 
| | oe "| 


nd woos oo. Ac a. 


(5) 


Fre ix Truth made upon her Majeſty's Commiſſi bi 
on, and the chief Perſons in it, the Archbiſhop 


and Biſhops of London, Ely and Lincoln; every 


Thing that was done in relation to Mr. Jerings 
and the Iron Fence in theſe Meetings having been, 


not the Acts of one or two Perſons, but of more 


than a ſufficient Number of Commiſſioners, and 


one or more of the abovemention'd Biſhops al- 
ways preſent ; and as to Dr. Hare in particular, 
it may not be amiſs to obſerve, That he was 
not in England, neither at the Time of the firſt 


Meeting, in which Mr. Jenings was complained 


of, nor at the two laſt, when the Repreſentation 
to the Queen was ordered and approv'd. The 


third Perſon this brief Narratize repreſents, as 
ia a Plot againſt Mr. Jening, is Mr. Jones, the 
Undertaker of the fron Fence, and on this Occa- 


ſion many Hints are given of great Iniquity in 
the Commiſſioners in relation to the ſaid Fence, 
but without any Proofs ; thoſe it ſeems, we are to 
expect in the ſecond Part, in the mean time 1 ſhall 


take Leave to affirm, that there is not one of 
them ig which there is the leaſt Truth. 


Mr. Jones, they ſay, undertook the Work in his 


| own Name, tho (as it has ſince Appeared) it wes 


not for himſelf, but for Mr. Gott, who had Iron 


Mort in Suſſex, What Contract there was be- 
tween Mr. Joxes and Mr. Gott, the late Com- 


miſſioners, I believe know not to this Day, nor is 
it at all material who furaiſh'd the Iron; Mr. 
Jones was the Workman, and *twas with him 


Well, but Mr. Gott's Sc mas Recesver-Generdl 
of the Land-Tax for the Eaſt Part of Suſſex, and 
greatly in Arrear to the Publick; it may be ſo, but 
did the Commiſſioners know this? And if they 
had known it, what neceſſary Connexion is 1 
between the Receiver-General and the Under- 
| 1 B 3 : taker ? 
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taker? Why, we are told, the Project on that Acs. 3 
count, (or for ſerving ſome End or other) was 
encouraged by ſome then in Pomey. But how can 


theſe Modeſt Men ſay this, when the Commiſ- 


ſioners knew nothing of any Contract between 


Mr. Jones and Mr. Gott the Father, much leſs 
how the Son could be concerned in the Queſtion? 


They themſelves ſay, as it has ſince appear d- which 
is a plain Confeſſion it was not known before. 


8 
„ x F 


But ſuppoſe they had known, that Mr. Cote had 


a Contract with Mr. Jones for Iron, and that a 
Son of this Mr. Gott was a Receiver-General, 
muſt they needs know, he was in Arrear to the 
Publick ? It was in March 1708-9 that Mr. Jones 
firſt offered his Service to the Commiſſioners, 


and in the Jan. following it was reſolved at Lam- ö 


beth, that the Fence ſhould be of caſt and turn d 
Iron, and that Mr. Jones ſhould be the Per- 


fon to be agreed with to do the ſame. ' 
Let them now tel] us, did it then appear, that 


Mr. Gott's Son was in Arrear ? Was any thing 


heard of this till above a Year and a half after? 
How then can they ſay theProje& was encourag'd 1 


on this Account ? But if it had, where is the 
Harm ? Would it not have been an Argument 


for employing Mr. Jones rath&> then an Objection | 


that the Government, by this Means, would 


have an Opportunity of ballancing ſo much f 


the Son's Arrear, as was due to Mr. Gott the 
Father, from Mr. Jones, out of the Money pay- 
able to the latter for the Fence? *Tis all one 
to the Publick, whether the Money be paid 


to Mr. Jones, or Mr. Gott; and to Mr. Jones, 
whether it be paid to Mr. Gott or to the 


Publick, in Part of Mr. Gott's Arrear; and I 


have never heard, that the preſent Treaſurer } 

was ſorry to find ſuch a Way of ſecuring to the 

Publick, ſuch a confiderable Part of ſuch a Debt: 
C : But | 


179 „ 
But be that as it will, 'tis a full Anſwer, that 


the Commiſſioners neither did nor could know, 
that Mr. Gott's Affairs had any Connexion with 


Mr. Fones's Propoſal, or that Mr. Gort's Son was 


in Arrear, who perhaps at that Time, was not 
Receiver. But they go on Mr. Jones's Admiſſion 


* ro Myr. Dean and Dr. Hare being ſo well prepared, 
> Prepared? How ? Why, by Motives, which it's 
evident they knew nothing of. but Sir Chrifto- 


pher Wren knew nothing of this Secret, nor any Body 
elſe ſay I. He was univerſally look'd upon, to be the beſt 
Judge what Fence was mot proper; juſt the contrary, 
The Commiſſioners univerſally obſerv'd a 
manifeſt Byaſs on Sir Chriſtopher in this Affair, 
as being under ſome private Contract or Agree- 
ment, with Mr. Robinſon, I call it Private, becauſe 


done without the Knowledge of the Commiſſi- 


oners; and it has ſince been pretty generally 
ſaid, that Mr. Robinſon, had then actually prepar'd 
Work for this Fence, to the Valve of ſome 
hundreds of: Pounds : And there is great Cauſe 
to believe this, it being otherwiſe very hard to 
give a tolerable Reaſon for ſo, violent an Oppo- 
fition ; *tho* Sir Chriſtopher, for Reaſons beſt 
known to himſelf,did not think fit to urge that to 
the Commiſſioners. But Sir Chriſtopher, was look'd 
upon to be the beft Judge of what Fence was mot 
* and to have the Ordering and Direction of it, 
as he had all along of the Building. I ſhall not quar- 


4 rel with theſe Authors for their Engliſh, ſince 


good Surveyors or Workmen are not oblig'd to 


be good Writers; but I muſt obſerve that in this 


Place, *tis intimated, as if the ſole Direction of 
the Building were in Sir Chriſtopher, and p. 31. tis 
expreſly ſaid, that Sir Chriſtopher had Power to 


male Agreements, and was ſole Fudge both of Mr. 


Jenings's Performances, and of the Wages and Prices 


0 be allow'd him; all which, they muſt give me 


3 


leayre 


leave to ſay, is d irectly falſe, and contrary to the 
whole Tenor of her Majefy's Commiſſion, which i. 
gives full Power and Authority to the Commiſſucners, || 
or any ſix of them (whereof the Biſhop of London, or 
Dean of St. Paul's to be one) to carry on the Work in 
' ſuch Order and Method,and by ſuch Ways and Means . 
and according to ſuch Rules and Directions, as to 
them ſhall ſeem beſt, and to call to their Aid and A- 
ſiſtance ſuch 5kilful Artiſts, Officers and Workmen a 
they ſhall think fit, and to appoint each of them his 
ſeveral Charge and Employment; and to allow them | 
ſuch Salaries, Wages and Rewards reſpeftiualy, as to | 
them ſhall ſeem fitting and proportionable to their Em- | 
ployment and the Service they ſhall do.This was the | 
old Commiſſion, what the Tenor of the new one fp 
is J can't ſay, having never ſeen it - *Tis plain 
therefore that Sir Ch. had no ſuch ſole Power | 
as is pretended, excluſively of the Commiſſioners. | 
The whole Power was lodę'd in them, and he 
was in every Thing to receive his Directions from | 
them; and this, tis known, was the antient 
Practice; and whatever Power Sir Ch. after- | 
| wards aſſumed, *twas an Encroachment on the 
| Right of the Commiſſioners, which how it came 
to be acquieſced in ſo much as it was for ſome | 
Years, *twould be no hard Matter to account 
for, if there were Occaſion. But to proceed; 
Sir Ch. they ſay, made his Objeftions to that 
Sort of Fence ;, but what the Objections were, for 
this we are refer'd to the Second Part. I ay he 
made none that the Commiſſioners thought of 
any Weight, it being evident to all of them, 
that the Fence Mr. Jones propos'd, was more | 
beautiful and durable, than any that could be 
made of hammer'd Iron, beſides, that the latter 
would be more liable to be broke by pilferin 
Rogues, who could make ſome Profit of 
Pieces of hammer'd Iron, whereas that which is | 


caſt 


I | 9) 

Scaft, would turn to no Account: But was there 
not added ſome Account of Mr. Jones's Character, 
Epvhich was ſuch, as made it no Way reputable to have 
ny Thing to do with him? No, nota Word, nor 
for a long Time after — He came recommend- 
ed to the Commiſſioners from Her Majeſty's . 
Office of Ordnance, with a very good Teſtimonial, 
ia theſe Words. = 8 


Office of Ordnance, 5th April, 1709. 


T the Deſire of Ar. Richard Jones, Smith 
and Founder, we certify, that he hath well 
TFerform'd ſeveral large Contracts, in forging Mortar 
Pieces and caſting Shot and Shells for Her Majeſty's 
Pervice, and in all Reſpects hath behav'd himſelf as 
he ought, As Witneſs our Hands, RE 
F o. Nile 
Wm. Bridges. 
Rob. Lowther. 
C. Muſgrave. 
Ja. Craggs. 


1 


And ſure it could not be unreputable for 
the Commiſſioners to employ a Perſon ſo recom- 
mended, who was then in her Majeſty's Service, 
and notwithſtanding the Objections to his Cha- 
rater, is ſo ſtil}, as the fitteſt and ableſt Perſon 
for ſuch Works. As to the Stories ſince trumpt 
ap, of his being conterned in a Riot whe” a 
Man was kill'd upon burning a Pope twelve or 
thirteen Years ago, and of his eraſing an En- 
dorſment ſince, the Commiſſioners knew nothing 
of the firſt, when they receiv'd Propoſals from 
him, nor was the other Fact then commit- 
ited ; nor do thoſe Facts at all prove, that he 
Ms not the ableſt Artificer they could employ, 
Clo” not the beſt Man. Thoſe Crimes the Law 

— 1s 


tinue him in the 


(1) 


is Judge of, and has had its Courſe and as to 
the latter, tis very probable, that the Fact 
fairly ſtated ad mits of great Extenuations, ſince 


the Board of Ordnance, who beſt knew all the 
Circumſtances, thou 


* 


termin'd for caſt Iron, he had then no Body to 


1 in Oppoſition to Mr. Jones, but Mr. Ro. 
inſon: The Commiſſioners ſaw the Abſurdity of 
the Propoſal, in ſetting up againſt an Artiſt of 
known Ability in turn d and caſt Iron, one whoſe 
Work was quite of another Kind; however 
they order'd that both of them ſhould give in 
their Deſigns and Propoſals in Writing at their 
next Meeting, April 5. which they did, and 


Ar. Robinſon's Propoſal was in theſe Words. 


For caſt Works according to my Pattern, 6d. per E 


! 


Pound. 
Tho. Robinſon. 


} 


The 


cht fit to put it up, and con- 
ervice; and ſo Things re- 
mained for two Years, and had the Making of 
the Iron Fence not been ask'd, or been deny'd, 
?tis certain a Proſecution on this Head had ne'er | 
been heard of. Twas the Fence call'd for Re- 
venge: the Eraſement was but the Cover for it, 
but as theſe Matters no Way concern the Com- 
miſſioners, Mr. Jones is left to vindicate him- 
ſelt: Conſider'd as an Artificer, he is not only 
the beſt, but the only one who appear'd to be 
skill'd in Works of caſt Iron, and for that Rea- 
ſon was employ'd. ?Tis ſaid indeed in this Li- 
bel, That no Offers at lower Prices than Mr. Jones's | 
and from much abler Artiſts were talen Notice of; 
which is as true as all the reſt. On Marchz. 1708-9, 
when Sir Ch. ſaw the Commiſſioners were de- 


 Baſinefs, the Model he 


(11) 

The very ſame Price that Mr. Jones ask'd ; 
and Prices being the ſame, there could be no 
Diſpute whoſe Work would he preferable: For 
beſides, that caſt Iron was Mr. Jones's profeſt 
gave 1n was very inge- 
niovs and univerſally liked by the Commiſſio- 
ners; tho' afterwards much alter'd for the 
Worſe, thro' the great Deference of the Com- 
miſſioners to Sir Ch. to whom, notwithſtanding 
his Oppoſition to their united Sentiments, they 
left the Direction of the ' Model; the Conſe- 
quence of which was, that after ſeveral unne- 
ceſſary Delays, Sir Ch. at laſt pitched on a 
Model a great deal leſs beautiful and much more 
expenſive, by a great Increaſe of the Weight of 


each Baliſter. But as to the Price agreed with 


Mr. Jones, viz. 6 d. per Pound altogether, Fence, 


Gates and all Ornaments, this Price was not fixt 
till Sir Ch's. Opinion was ask'd, nor without his 
| ſeeming Conſent ;, and after all, to give the 


Commiſſioners all poſſible Satisfaction, Mr. Jones 
offer'd to ſubmit his Work, when done, to ſuch 
able Workmen as the Commiſſioners ſhould 
chooſe, and to make them Judges bo h of the 


Price and Goodneſs of it. And what could a Man 

do more? *Tis true indeed, that near ten Months 
after Mr. Jones and Mr. Robinſon had given in 
their Propoſals, Sir Ch. did at the Meeting at 
7 Lambeth, in Jan. following, offer a Propoſal he 
had procured from Mr. Kay, Lockſmith, to make 
the Fence at 5 d. per Pound. But ten Months 


had given the Commiſſioners Time to ſee thro? all 


this Artifice ; that Mr. Xay's Trade did not qua- 
2 lify him for ſuch a Work, and that this was done 


purely to obſtruct Buſineſs; and therefore that 
the Service of the Church might be defeated 
no longer, after hearing what Sir Ch. had to 
ſay, they reſolv'd, as above, that the Fence "uy 
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1. | (32a) 
be of turn'd and caſt Iron, and that Mr. Jones | 
ſhould be the Perſon to be agreed with, &c. E 

The laſt Reflection in this Narrative, on the | 


Commiſſioners with Reſpe& to Mr. Jones, infi- 


nuates that ſomePerſons met with il[Treatment for | 
reſuſing the Offers made by Mr. Jones to procure him 
the Management of the Fence. This is the firſt 
Time ! have heard of any Offer made to procure } 
this Work, and J verily believe the true Reaſon ' 
of the Oppoſition he has met with was, that 
he did not make the Offers that were expected; 
which, being an excellent Artificer and without 
a Rival in that Sort of Work, he could not think 
there was Occaſion for; had he been in the No- 
tions of theſe Authors; that Sir Ch. had the ſole | 
Direction of the Works, he might have known how | 
to make his Application more ſucceſsfully ; but 
it was his Misfortune to think this Affair be- 
long'd to the Commiſſioners, and therefore made 
no Offers; hinc ille Lacryme ! Tis poſſible when 
he found every Thing the Commiſſioners did in 
his Affair ſo ſcandalouſly obſtruted, and had 
learn'd which was the likelieſt Way of dealing 
with ſome People, he might conclude, that the 
Want of ſome Offer was the only Cauſe of ſo.much | 
Oppoſition, and it was worth his While to be 
at ſome Expence, conſidering how great a Loſer | 
he would be by a Succeſſion of nareaſonable De- 
lays, when his Materials and Furnaces were 
ready. But let theſe Writers prove that any of 
the Commiſſioners either had or expected any / 
fers, or that they knew of Offers made or refus'd | 
elſewhere before they had receiv'd and approv'd} 
Mr. Jones's Propoſals; and let them tell us the 
Names of theſe Self-denying Perſons whom they 
uſed ill for no other Reaſon, but becauſe they 
would not be corrupt ; at preſent I am firmly 
of Opiuion that if any Perſons were ill my 
| 


UE: PL 
by the Commiſſioners, *twas for this only Reaſon 
that they judg'd them not to be ſo honeſt as 
they ſhould be, but corrupt to a very great De- 
gree. And fo much for Mr. Jones and the Iron 
Fence ; what I have further to lay open in Rela- 
tion to that Affair, ſhall be defet'd for Part of a 
blacker Scene, in ExpeQation of the grear Work 


we are threatned with, as juſt ready for the Preſs. 


The laſt Perſon of the Plot, in this their brief 
Narrative, is Mr. Spencer, Clerk of the Works, an 


old Servant of the Church, and who has always 


had the Reputation of a very honeſt Man. He 
it ſeems, is brought into the Quarrel with Mr. 
Fenings upon the latter's refuſing to comply with the 
Premiums exacted upon Payment of Money for Work. 
Mr. Jenings may quarrel it he pleaſe, with Mr. 
Spencer, but I] have never heard Mr. Spencer had 
any Quarrel with him; on the contrary he is 
known to be a Man ofa very quiet, peaceable 
Temper, and has never medled in the Affairs re- 
lating to M. Jenings further than his Place oblig'd 
him to; but if Mr. Spencer has had no Quarrel 
with Mr. Jenings, his refuſing Premiums exacted 
could not be the Cauſe of it; nor have any 
Complaints ever been made of Mr. Spencer to the 
Commiſſioners on Account of any ſuch ExaQtion. 
Another Cauſe of this imaginary Quarrel, is, that 
Mr. Jenings might not only mention ſeveral 


exhborbitant Exactions and Extortionsof Mr. Spencer, 


he might alſo rakeNorice to him of his Impoſition upon 
the Church by a pretended Loſs by Guineas, for 
which we are refer d to a Paper in the Appendix, 


whieh when preſented to the Commiſſioners, they took 


little or no Notice of. Mr. Jenings, they ſay, mig ht 
Mention'd, and might take Notice; this is a ſtrange 
Sty le for a Narrative; if he might Mention and 
might take Notice, ſo 'tis plain he might not. 
The Queſtion wilt be, did he mention theſe 
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Things or not? As for the Firſt, the Exorbitant 


Exactions, ſure, Tam, that was never mention'd 


by bim to the Commiſſioners; the other indeed 


about Guineas was, and the Commiſſioners took 


20 Notice of it; and no doubt they were much to 
blame, that in 1711, when they were examining 
into the Frauds and Abuſes of the Carpenter, they 
would not be diverted from the Buſineſs they 
were upon, to look into an old Aﬀair, wholy 
foreign to it, and enter upon an Enquiry into 
what another got or loſt by Exchange of Guineas 
in 1694. How now would ſuch an impertinent 
Incident, thrown in upon the Hearing of a Cauſe 
in any other Place, have been look'd on? 


Would it have been allow'd do they think, or o- 


ver-ruFd ? If it could admit of the leaſt Diſpute, 
what would have been done in the like Caſe by 
any other Set of Men, I ſhould grant without Di- 
ſpute that the Commiſſioners ought to have been 
diſmis'd with Infamy for this ſingle Inſtance of 
Male-adminiſtration ; but in this particularCaſe 
it unfortunately happens, that this Motion was 
not only impertinent and abſurd; the oy 
had already been conſidered and determined. 
This Buſineſs of the Guineas was before the Com- 
miſſioners many Years ago, and upon a full Ex- 
amination Mr. Spencer was acquitted, as appears 
at large by the Account of this Matter entred in 
the Church Books. The next Objection to Mr. 
Spencer is, That he took care to Frame (and upon 
Occaſion to alter) the Minutes of Committees, that 


ſo, if it was poſſible, there might be no Footſteps of 
any Thing offer'd in Mr. Jenings's Vindication. 


This is a heavy Charge indeed, and Mr. Spencer 
would deſerve to be turn'd out. as well as Mr. 
Jenings, if there were a Word of Truth in it. 
But firſt, the Minutes are not framed by Mr. Spen- 
cer» they are indeed drawn by him, but as 
| e 


( 15 ) 


ed by theCommiſſioners,and then they are read to 


them that they may ſee whether they expreſs their 
Sence or not, and generally they are exactly ſet- 
tled before the Commiſſioners riſe: But if the Meet- 
ing has been long, and the Buſineſs of ſuch a Na- 
ture as has occaſion'd many little Alterations 
in the Minutes; for want of Time to wait the 
writing them over again, the firſt foul Draught 
is left to Mr. Spencer, to draw a fair Copy from, 
which is always read at the next Meeting, be- 
fore they enter on any Buſineſs, and they 
are not till then enter'd in the Book. So that 
Mr. Spencer neither frames the Minutes, nor can 
make any Alteration in the Sence of them, and [ 
defy theſe Dealers in Scandal, to give any one 
Inſtance of any Alteration in Minutes, which af- 
feats any thing but the Propriety or Order of 
the Words, to correct Miſtakes in the rude 
Draught, occaſioned by Blottings, Interlinea- 
tions and the Riſing of the Commiſſioners, after 
a long Sitting, before the Minutes could be 


written over again for their Approbation; and 


as to any Deſign in Mr. Spencer to hinder the 
Appearance of any Foot ſteps of any thing in 
Ar. Jenings's Vindication ;, this Suggeſtion is fo 
falſe, that there is not the leaſt Paper, tho? ne- 
ver ſo impertineat, that has been offer'd in Fa- 
vour of Mr. Jenings, which has not been care- 
fully kept by Mr. Spencer, and could be readily pro- 
duced. In ſhort, if there be any Thing wrong 
in the Commiſſioners Proceedings againſt Mr. 
Jenings, wherever the Fault lies, Mr. Spencer 
certainly is innocent, a Man much ad vanc'd in 
Vears, infirm in Health, of a quiet Temper, and 
known to be utterly averſe to meddling with 
what is not his Bufineſs, always of a fair and 
good Character, neither a Promoter of Quar- 
rels himſelf, nor an Encourager of them in o- 
thers; and what is the beſt Proof of his Ho- 
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neſty, he has been a leſs Gainer in 40 Vears Ser- 
vice, than ſome others *tis thought have been in 
four; and ſo much for Ar. Spencer. Next, to 
cloſe all, comes ſome Body without a Name. 
Ar. Spencer's Zeal, ſay they, prompted him to 
this, (to do what he did not do) as it might do 


ſome Body, to tell thoſe who turn'd Informers 


againſt Mr. Jenings, that there was no Money want- 
ing. What? did Mr. Spencer's Zeal prompt 
ſome Body elſe ? But let that paſs, I pray, Who 
is this ſome Body 5 Why muſt we not have his 
Name ? No doubt, becauſe he has none. 
But if any Body told theſe Informers, that no 
Money was wanting, *tis certain they did pot 
make their Word good; witneſs the Petitions 
of many under Carpenters, complaining, that 
they and their Families were in a ſtarving Con- 
dition by Afr. Jenings's ill Uſage of them; and 


yet even this did not make them depart from 


their Information. ; 

From this plain Account the Reader will ſee, 
that this Brief Narrative of the Riſe and Occaſion 
of this Quarrel is, lies apart» no Narrative of no 

uarrel. But to proceed, the chief Managers 
of the Plot being ſettled, the Scene opens, ma- 
ny of Mr. Jenings'sMen are diſcharg'd for Want 


of Work, an Experiment is made upon them, 


and ſome anſwering the intended Purpoſe, an 
Attack is reſolv'd upon; accordingly, at the 
next Meeting of the Commiſſioners an Order 
was obtain'd as foliows. 

| 13 Sept. 1710. 


Order'd that Mr. Jenings do attend this Com- 


mittee on Wedneſday next, to anſwer to what is 
objected againſt him by Mr. Dean of St. Paul's 


concerning his Mens Wages, and to give his An- 


ſwer in Writing, 1-57 | | 
| L Spencer, Clerk. 


They 


C27) | 
They ſhould have told us, that at this Meet- 
ing were preſent the A-B. and B. of London: 
As theſe things are put together, we are to ſup- 


poſe that the Dean and Dr. Hare (who was then 


in Flanders) had to 2 Mr. Fenings's Men 


employ'd Mr. Spencer (who has never med- 
led more than his Place requir'd him) and Mr. 
Jones (who I believe at that Time was not with- 
out all Hopes of gaining Sir Ch's Good Will, 
and therefore was very careful not to diſoblige 
him) and things being thus prepar'd, the Dean 
made his Objections againſt him. The Recital 
of ſuch Villany is, I preſume, a ſufficient Contu- 


tation of it; beſides, I have already obſerv'd, 


that this Complaint of the Dean was made ſe- 
veral Months before any thing was heard of 
from the under Carpenters, and that the Dear 
had made long before the ſame Complaint to 
Sir Ch. Wren himſelf, but to no Prurpoſe. But tis 
the Intereſt of the Writers of ſuch Narratives 
to leave out Dates as much as may be, ſince thoſe 
alone would deſtroy moſt of their Stories, with- 


out the Help of other Arguments. But to go 
on, Next they give us the Dean's Objeckions 


and Mr, Jenings's Anſwer p. 8-12. From both 
which it appears, that what the Dean com- 
plain'd of at that Time, reſpected only the un- 
neceſſary Numbers of Men employ'd by Mr. 
Jenings, and the ſhort Wages paid them, com- 
par'd with what he was allow'd by the 
Church. There is not a Word concerning the 
Materials of the Church, or the Employment of 
the Men paid by it in other Works ; which are 
the Things complain'd of in the Articles exhi- 


dited by the Under-Carpenters in Feb. following, 


and yet we are to believe the Dean's Complaint 
was the Effect of the Succeſs he found in cor- 
rupting theſe Men. Horrid Impudence / Well, 

NOR D bur 


| 

} F 
1 

1 

1 

© © 
7 

FF» - 4 
. 5 

4 

7 
"If 
'+B 
_— 
"4 . 
A 

3 
15 
vet 
* FF > 4 
VF 4 
13 "=" 
$84 ; = 
7 
44 
. 
1 "I 
8 
45 


br 
29 

AR f 

1 
If A 

= 8 
1 
R 
e 
8 3 
i N * E 
< 7 > * 
* 0 

TY : 
17S |} 
* 

- 

W 

* 

5 4. 

I 

9 

| 

1 

2- 2 


72 


6 Fog . 7 . 2 
* r 4 * 


to have been confided in, as to the Wages to 


| C15 BY 
but Mr. Jenings's Anſwer being read, Mr. Dean 
had no more to ſay, and ſo the Matter paſs d off at 
that Time. That the Dean did ſay no more, is 
true, but that he had no more to ſay» is very far 
from being ſo; he found their Time almoſt 
ſpent, that other Buſineſs preſt, and that there 
was not a Diſpoſition to examine farther into 
the Matter at that Time; ſo contenting himſelf 
with having done what he thought his Duty, he 
left it with them, and ſaid no more. But that 
the Dean was far from thinking Mr. Jenings's 
Anſwer fſatisfaQory, is evident enough from the 


| Repreſentation the Dean and Chapter, at the Deſire 


of the Commiſſioners, drew up and laid before 
the A-B. and B. of London . in March following, 
inſerted at Length in Frauds and Abuſes, p. 9, 17. 
V. p. 13, 14. But ſince they do not think their 
Anſwer ſufficiently.expoſed, I ſhall here make a 
few Remarks upon it. | : 5 

Firſt, Mr. Jenings owns he has employed about 
the Number of Men mentioned, but offers at no 
particular Proof that ſuch a Number was neceſ- 


ſary ʒ as moſt certainly it was not; for the idle 


Men were ſo many, and their Idleneſs ſo great, 
that a Gentleman could not go to ſee the Church 
without obſerving it, and from thence aroſe the 
De an's Complaint. Then as to the Wages, the 
chief Defence is, that Mr. Ienings gave his Men 
as good Wages as his Fred eceſſors did, and to 
ſome, more ; if this be true, it ſhews this Corrup- 
tion has been a great deal too General; but if 
an ill Practice, has paſs'd uncenſur'd, while unob- 
ſcrv'd, that is no Reaſon it ſhould not be cen- 
ſured when ' tis obſerved; and if this Plea be an 
Ex tenuation of Mr. Jenings's Fault, tis an Aggra- 
vation of Sir Cs, and ſhews how little he ought 


be allowed his Workmen, For 'tis certain, no- 
thing 


ſhewn in Frauds 


ſuch Degree, for which I appeal to all Workmen 


(19) 


thing can juſtify the great Diſparity hetween 


the Wages allowed, and thoſe given; between 


30 d. per Day allowed for each Man, and 10, 12, 
16, 18, 20, 22» 24 d. per Day paid; which un- 
deniably appears to have been the Practice with 
Mr. Jenings: One Hutchinſon particularly, had 
for above four Years, but 8 s. per Week, and one 
Jones but 5-5. a Week for one Year, and 6 s. for 


another. Let Sir Ch. reconcile theſe things if he 
can, and ſhew that the firſt Wages are reaſon- 


able, or the laſt not unreaſonable. Well, but Mr. 
Fenings has employed as good and able Workmen as 
any Set of Men whatever, conſiſting, as has been 
and Abuſes, of many lame, de- 
crepit, Old-men, Apprentices and Boys, poor 
Workmen fetch'd out of the Country» and ſome 
not bred to the Trade. 8 

But he hats not been wanting to be at Expences 


above their Wages, to encourage the Diligent, and to 


detect the tardy. That Mr. J. has got a great 


Deal by what he calls dereſting the Tardy, | have 


heard indeed, by ſtriking off, on that Pretence, 
ſo much of their Wages, and out of thoſe Gains, 


he might perhaps be at ſome ſmall Expence to 


encourage others to inform againſt them; but 
that he has been at any other Expence above 
Wages, Imuſt have ſome better Proof before I can 
believe. After all, he owns he has: been 4 Gainer 
by bis Mens Wages, but then *tis as al Maſters 
and Undertakers are: This 1 deny, and ſay» that 
no honeft Maſters are or can be Gainers to any 
of known Honeſty and Reputation. As to bis 
employing ſome Men that are not able to earn 12 d. 


a Day, He anſwers that they are ſuch as are 
grown Old, or have been maim'd in the Service, that 
their Wages on that Account were well beſtowed, and 
that it would have been too cruel to diſmiſs them. 


But 
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But were no old or infirm Men employed, but 
' ſuch as became ſo in the Service of the Church? 
Aud for the Reſt, was it his Buſineſs to continue 
Men in the Service, after they were render'd un- 
fit for it ? Should not an honeſt Man have re- 
preſented this to the Commiſſioners, and taken 
their Directions? Was it Charity govern'd Mr. 
J. in this? I dare ſay he will never want ſuch 
Charity while he is ſo well paid for it; he will 
give, no doubt, for Years together, 105. a Week 
to Men who do not in a Week do a Days Work, 
while he gets 55. a Week by each himſelf, and 
can ſpin out the Work ſo much the longer. 
Pag. 12. Mr. J. wonders Mr. Dean ſhould ob- 
ject theſe Things to him; this, ſays he, I little 
thought of his doing now; for when he mentioned ſome 
of the Objections ſome time ago, Sir Ch. Wren or- 
der'd me to wait on him, which I did, and hoped that 
Thad given him Satisfaction: This is a Confeſſion 
that the Dean had before made the ſame Objecti- | 
ons to Sir Ch, but that Mr. F. waited on the | 
De an on that Account, is falſe. Some other Bu- | 
ſineſs brought him to the Dean; nor were theſe | 
Objections entred into; Mr. J. did indeed take | 
that Occaſion to mention ſomething of them, but. 
| 
| 


the Dean told him, that was not a Time to talk 
of thoſe Affairs, or to that Purpoſe. Whence 
now could Mr. F. conclude or hope, that he had 
given him Satisfaction? But the Anſwer of this 
very modeſt Man, can't go off without a Sting. 
He does not know that he has given any Occaſion for 
the Dean's finding Fault ſince. He muſt own in- 
deed, that in the Courſe of his Buſineſs, he could not 
comply with every thing that ſome would have had 
Him done. And from hence we are to think 
the Dean perſecutes the poor Man for refuſing 
ſome things that could not honeſtly. be ask'd of 
bim. But wby don't he tell us, what theſe Things 
„„ | | are, 
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are, and who are the Perſons ? Till he does, all 
Men will believe the Dean has aQed like a Man 
of Integrity and Honour; and on the other 
Hand, that thoſe who will do Things in which 
there is no Juſtice, wil] not, to ſcreen themſelves, 
ſcruple to ſay Things, in which there is no Fruth. 
And ſo much for Mr. J-'s Anſwer to the Dear's 
Objections; next we are preſented with the Pe- 
tition and Articles of the under-Carpenters, and 
Mr. J--'s Anſwer to them. The Petition relates 
to their ſhort Wages, the Articles to the em- 
bezeling the Materials of the Church, and the 
Employment of the Men in other Works, while 
in the Pay of the Church. As to the Petition, he 
refers himſelf to the Anſwer before given ; as 
to the Materials, he pretends they were diſ- 


counted in his Bills, unleſs ſuch as were carried 


off by Stealth, which he took all poſlible Care 
to prevent. Let Mr. J. reconcile this Anſwer 
if he can, with the many Depoſitions that de- 
clare, Orders were given by Mr. J. or his Fore- 
men, to carry Materials away prevately, that they 
might not be ſeen by Mr. Marples or his Deputy, 
and that accordingly upon meeting them, they 
ſet down their Things, till they were out of 


Sight. That I may not ſwell this Paper too much, 


I ſhall content my ſelf with giving one Depo- 


2 ſition of many. 


© William Beech Depoſeth, That he has carried 
from St. Paul's at ſeveral Times, large Timber, 
* with a conſiderable Quantity of Ropes, Spikes, 


„Nails and Ladders, and that he had Orders 


from Mr. Ben. Sharpe (Mr. Jenings's Foreman) 


to be very watchful that Mr. Fone (Deputy of the 


* Clerk of the Cheque) did not ſee him carry the 
Things away, and the ſaid Sharpe open'd /e- 
veral Gates in Order to convey the. [aid Things pri- 
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As to the Men that were in the Pay of the 
Church, while employed in other Works, Mr. J. 
anſwers, That they were not entred into the 
Call-Book at ſuch Times, and that if they were 
order'd to come to St. Paul's at the Time of the 
Call, *twas only to meet him and receive his 
Directions. Let thoſe who can, believe this, 
when they Tee it depoſed by many Workmen, 
that while they were employed in other Places, 
they were order'd to come regularly Morning, 
Noon, and Night to their Call at St. Paul's; which 
that it was true in Fact, Mr. J. himſelf does 
not deny. He Appeals indeed, for his Juſtifi- 
cation, in both theſe Articles, to his Bills and 
the Call-Books. But as to the firſt, the Com- 
miſſioners in their Repreſentation, have declared, 
(Vid. Frauds, pag. 14.) That they did order Mr. 
Bateman to bring the Books containing the Ac- 
count of the Workmen's Bills, and to their 
Surprize were told, that the Books for Two 
Years ending at Midſummer then laſt paſt, were 
in the Auditor's Hands, and that from that 
time to March, when theſe Books were called 
for, he had no Workmen's Bills, tho? it appeared 
to the Conmiſſioners that great Sums had been 
paid for Work in that Time, A pretty Contri- 
vance this! One is to Appeal to the Books, and 
the other to take Care, they ſhall not be pro- 
duced. | Kt 


As to the Call- Booſs, they are not in the keep- | 
ing of the Dean and Chapter, nor are they lodged 
with the Clerk of the Works ;, and it being ordi- 
narily of no Uſe to keep them, they have not 
perhaps been well preſerved; but if they have, 
Mr. Jenings certainly knew eit, and if they made 
at all for his Defence, twas his Buſineſs to have | 
produced them to the Commiſſioners, and to have | 
mewn they did ſo; and therefore, ſince he did 


6220 


not, we may fairly conclude, That this Appeal 
was like the other, and that the Call-Books were 


either not in being, or did not make for him: But 
be that as it will, tho' the CommiſGoners had no 
Reaſon at all to doubt the Truth of the Facts 
alledged, yet the Evidence was not particular 


enough as to the Times, to make an Examina- 


tion of the Call-Books practicable for them, 
eſpecially conſidering the perpetual Obſt ruct ions 
they met with from thoſe whoſe Duty it was 
to aſſiſt them. rs 

This Anſwer of Mr. F. they ſay, pag. 18. was 
delivered to ſome of the Commiſſioners preſent at that 
Meeting. This looks as if theſe ſome have ſtifled, 
and concealed it from the reſt. I ſay therefore 
that it was delivered, not to ſome, but to 40 
preſent» viz. to the Biſhop of Ely, Sir Thomas 


Meer, the Dean, the Three Reſidentiaries, and 
Dr. Harwood ; and the Perſon who deliver'd it 


was not Mr. F. himſelf, who ought to have done 


it according to the Order of the Commiſſioners, 


at their laſt Meeting; but inſtead of that, he 
left his Anſwer with Mr. Spencer, and kept out 
of the Way himſelf, no doubt to avoid an Ex- 
amination upon Particulars, for which he had 
not at that Time duly concerted Meaſures, 


and accordingly framed Anſwers : But if he did 


not attend that Meeting, *tis impoſſible he could 
at that Time offer to the Commiſſioners, and tell 
them the Purport of ſome Afidavits which be had 
to ſhew of the vile Characters of the Informers.&c. 
He did indeed at ſome other Meeting ſpeak of 
the Purport of ſome ſuch Afidavits, but the 
Affidavits themſelves he did not produce; 
except One ſhort Paper, which 1 ſhall have 
occaſion to ſpeak of preſently. As to the vile 
Characters of the complaining Workmen in ge- 


neral, there is no Reaſon to think, bur they 


Wer: 


* 


t TT . 
were as honeſt Men as the reſt ; they were 
all Men of his own chooſing, and the Evi- 
dence of thoſe againſt him, has a manifeſt 


Advantage of thoſe for him, from the great 
Dependance poor Workmen muſt have on Ma- 


ſter Workmen for Bufineſs, without which their 
Families muſt ſtarve. And *tis certain, neither 
Threats nor Promiſes were ſpar'd by Mr. F. to 
. ſtifle the Complaints againſt him; and after all, 
in diſcovering Frauds and Abuſes, ſuch Evidence 
muſt be receiv'd as can be had, and that of Un- 
der-Workmea in theſe Matters, is certainly the 


beſt, and almoſt the only one, that can be clear 


and full, and without ſuch Informations no 
Diſcoveries could eaſily be made. Great Rea- 


ſon therfore hath Mr. J. to run down ſach Evi- 


dence, ſince, while the Aſſociates are true to one 
another, *tis the only one that could detect 
him. | 1 * ö 
But to proceed, Mr. J. I ſay, did not appear 
before the Commiſſioners, till March 5th, during 
which Time, he had among other Things, been 
practicing upon his Men, whom two Days be- 
fore, he aſſembled at a Publick Houſe they had 
not been us'd to, and drew in as many as he 
could, to ſign two Papers, recited p. 22 -- 25. 
. which, he ſays, he tender d to Mr. Dean, Dr. H--- 
and ſome others. Theſe others were ſeven more, 
three of which, were the Bp. of Ely, Sir T. Meer. 
and Sir N. Lloyd. Theſe Papers the Commiſſi- 
oners receiv'd, as they always did, whatever 
Mr. Jenings produc d in his Defence, and gave 
them their due Weight. But one Thing, which 
Mr. J. lays great Streſs upon, is, that theſe Pa- 
pers were ſign'd in the Preſence of Mr. Bowles 
and Mr. Burrow, one, a Picture Seller, and the 
other a Paſtry-Cook on the South-ſide, of St. 
Paul's; who were, Mr. J. ſays, deſired to be ur) 

| only 
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only becauſe they liv'd in the Neighbourhood of St. 
Paul's and on no other Account whatſoever. Very 
true no Doubt, *twas indifferent to Mr. F. what 
two Men he deſired to be preſent, provided 
they lived in the Neighbourhood, Why. then did 
he not chooſe two of the North-Side, or ſeme 
other, why only of the South'? Becauſe the 
Chapter-Houſe, ſay I, ſtands on the South Side, 
and the Houſes that were pull'd down were on 
the ſame Side, and this gave Mr. F. and his 
Friends an Opportunity of obliging both theſe 
Men. But for my Part I will readily grant all 
they declare is true; ſo far I mean as they could 
know; they ſaw the Men ſign, and might hear 
them ſay they did it voluntarily; but what is 
this to the underhand Management that had 
been uſed before, to induce ſuch and ſuch to 
comply with what ſhould be propos'd, and to 
aſſemble at ſuch Time and Place? Who drew 
the Papers they ſign'd, or what Notice the Men 
had of the Contents before hand? What Threats 
or Promiſes were uſed ? This his two Witneſles 
might, and I ſuppoſe did, know nothing of; 
and therefore, tho? all they ſay may be true, 'tis 
no Proof at all that theſe Declarations of his 
Workmen are free and unextorted ; ſure I am 
that ſome of them gave the Commiſſioners ſuch 
an Account of the Management of this Affair- 
as ſhew'd, it deſerv'd no Regard from them 
beſides that there is nothing in them, except 
what they ſay of their being ſtruck out of the 
Call-Book, (in which 'tis certain they affirm 
what they could not know, unleſs, we will ſup- 
poſe, that of a handred Men or more, every one 
overſees the Book by which they arc called, and 
what is done in it) there is Nothing I ſay, in 
theſe Declarations, but that may be allowed to 
have ſome Colour of Truth without diſproving 
E. | any 


(26) 
any of theſe Things, of which Mr. J. is accus'd. 
The Things they affirm, might ſometimes be 
done the better to cover the not doing them at 
other Times. But beſides theſe Declarations Mr. 
Jenings's two Witneſſes ſign'd a ſhort Paper before 
mention'd, wherein 'tis Depos'd, That one un- 
der Carpenter told another, formerly imploy'd 
in the Works at St. Paul's, that if he would ſign a 
Paper, it would intitle him to be a reviv'd Workman 
in the ſaid Works. And the Man would not do 
it. What now of this? A Man asks another 
to ſign a Paper, the Contents of which he knows 
to be true, and to encourage him againſt the 
Methods uſed by Mr. F. to deter his Men, gives 
him Hopes that then he wil] be taken again into 
the Works. The Man conſiders of the Matter, 
thinks it more for his Intereſt to ſide with Mr. F. 
than to appear againſt him; ſo refuſes to ſign. 
1s not this now a mighty Proof of the vile Charafters 
of the Informers ? which yet is all he offers on this 


Head, except a Piece of an Affidavit, without /i 


Head or Tail, which he gives us, P. 19. in 
which there is this very curious Article. 50 

That Robert Pope (an under Carpenter) ſaw 4 
Man unſcrewing the Iron Bolts of the Weſt Roof 
of St. Paul's, and named the Man. And great 
Complaint is made that Dr. H. would not ſuffer 
this Affidavit to be read. That the Commiſ- 
fioners, of which the Dr. was one, would not 
be diverted from their Buſi neſs by this ridiculous 
Affidavit, is, I believe, very true; and as Mr. F. 
would have triumph'd greatly,could he have made 
ſuch Fools of them,ſo no Doubt, *twas ſome Mor- 
tification to him to find he could not. One of Mr. 
Js. great Arts was to endeavour to divert the 
Whale with a Tub. But his Atrempts were 


very infigaificant, they were wiſe enough to leave 
the Tub and purſue the Tub-maker. *T would be 


a 


Aa 


Ca). 
a Reflexion of the Readers Underſtanding at 
this time of Day, when the Pins of St. Paul's are 
ſo great a Jeſt, to enter ſeriouſly into this Article, 
and therefore I ſhall only ſay, that no body 
thought it to be a Jeſt more than Mr. F. bim- 
ſelf, who knew, that theſe Pins or Bolts were at 
that Time in the Stores; having either never 
been put in, or taken out again to be made 
more fit. And then 'tis no Wonder if one Work- 
man ſaw another unskrew ſome of them. This I 
take to be the whole Myſtery of this great Plot. 
And had not Mr. F. known there was Nothing 
in it, he would not have troubled the Commiſ- 
jioners with this Diſcovery ; but would have 
arried it whether the promiſed Reward directed, 
and made great Merit of it with ſome Miniſter 
of State. So much for the famous Pins of St. 
aul s. Next they preſent us with two trifling 
Aſhdavits of two Men, whom the Commiſſioners at 


this Meeting, ordered to be turn'd out of the Works 


or arreSiing two others as they were coming to give 
Evidence againſt Mr. J. Whether theſe Men 
ad any other Motive to Arreſt them at that 

ime but the Service of Mr. J. is ſubmitted to 
he Judgment of any impartial Man. But before 
leave this Meeting, March 5. I muſt obſerve, 
nat after Mr. F. and his Workmen bad been 
:xamiged and confronted, both were order'd to 
attend again, March 12. which they did, and 
Mr. Jenings then gave in two Papers, recited 
. 28---31. one ſign'd by himſelf and the other 
y Sir Ch; the firſt, excepting more il} Manners, 
ontains Nothing more than his former Anſwer. 
The Paper from Sir Ch. is an ample Certificate 
n Favour of Mr. J. but without any Notice of 
he particular Articles exhibited againſt him, 
Sr any Thing offer'd to diſprove them. What 
\cgard this Certificate deſery'd from the Com- 
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( 28 ) : 
miſſioners, let the World judge, when they are 
told that Sir Ch. would never come to any of 
theſe Meetings, which it was his Duty always to 
do, particularly now, when the publick Service 
made his Preſence more than ordinarily neceſ- 
fary. As to Sir Ch's. Care in examinivs Mr. 
Jening's Work, it has no Doubt been the ſame as 
in that of other Workmen ; and how great 
that has been, ſhall be ſhewn at large ſome 
other Time, my preſent Baſineſs confines me to 
Mr. Jenings, who ſays, p. 32, that without hearing 
him an Order was made in a little Time, to diſcharge 
him from the Works at St, Paul's. But before we 
come to that, 1 muſt tell the Reader, that it was 
at this Meeting, March 12. That Mr. Bateman 
was order'd to bring the Office Books, that it was 
not till the 2oth that the Commiſſioners order'd 
the Repreſentation to the A B. and B. of London, 


to be drawn, which has been ſo often mention'd, 


ſo deliberate were the Commiſſioners, and ſo 
much Time did they ſpend in examining into 
Things, before they would come to a Concluſion ; 
and the Order for diſcharging Mr. F. from the 
Works was not made till April 14. when the B. 
of London was himſelf preſent. But I muſt not 
forget that at the Meeting March 20. was exhi- 
bited the following Complaint againſt Mr. F. 
ſign'd by Eleven Hands. 


My Lords and Gentlemen, Commiſſioners 
for the Work at St. Paul's, London. 


TE your Humble Petitioners, whoſe Names are 

under-written, preſume to acquaint you, that 

on Saturday laſt was offerd to us a Paper by 

Mr. Thomas Harmer, Ar. Jenings's Foreman, in 

which Paper was inſerted in Subſtance as Ns 
| Marc 
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| March 197th 1710-11. 

Receiv'd of Mr. Richard Jenings forty eight 
Pounds odd Money, in full of all Accounts, Dues, 
Debts and Demands, with this Additi a by Robert 
Norman in Words, that my Maſter owes you 
Nothing. 

Theſe Impoſit ions oblig d your humble Petitioners to 
forbear ſigning bis Papers, for which Reſufal we were 
told by Mr. Harmer, we ſhould have no Moneys, 
when at the ſame Time, thoſe that ſigned had, we 
were likewiſe told we ſhonld have no Moneys, ex- 


cept we did ſign the Paper aforeſaid ; which Hard- 


ſhip puts us to great Inconveniencies at preſent, and 
if continued, will be the Ruin of us and our Families. 
From which Ruin there was no Proſpect to be deliver d 
wit hout becoming your Honours humble Petitioners. 
Me therefore humbly pray you would be pleas'd to 
take into Conſideration our preſent Neceſſities, occa- 
ſioned for Want of our Pay, that Mr. Jenings, as he 
told Tho. Huatly before Chriſtmas, may not make 
us fly for want of Moneys from the Truth, which 
we never will do, although impriſoned, as we are 
threatned, in which Truth we humbly pray for your 
Honours Aſſiſtance. Witneſs our Hands this 19th 
Day of March, 1719-11. 
Thomas Huntley. 
Robert Eldred. 


Samuel Slater. 
John Littleboy. 


John Safford. James Cobham. 
Richard Clarke. Ralph Chambers. 
William Beech. Robert Hutchiaſon. 
Adam Hurſt, 

his AH Mark. 


The ſame Day was made a very remarkable 
Affidavit of the ſaid Th. Huntley, which will let 
the Reader into ſo much of Mr. Jenings's Manage- 
ment, that it will alone ſupply the Room of ma- 
ny others. Thomas 
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(39) 
Homas Huntly, Carpenter, maketh Oath, That 
he this Deyonent hath been a working Carpenter 
at the Cathedral of St. Paul's, London, for fix Tears 
laſt paſt or thereabouts, and that on or about the 


Eighteenth Day of November laſt, this Deponent 


was informed by Mr. Richard Jenings, Maſter- 


Carpenter for the Work of St. Paul's, that he the ſaid 
Tenings had heard that ſome of the working Carpen- 
vers formerly employed in the ſaid Work had Inten- 
tentions of Petitioning againſt him the ſaid je- 
nings to the Commiſſioners aud that be had heard that 


Mr. Jones the Smith was an Encourager of the 
Complaints againſt him, and he the ſaid Jenings 
did then employ this Deponent to herd himſelf a- 
mongſt the ſaid complaining Carpenters as one of 
them, and to tel them that he this Deponent was 
diſcharged from the Work at St. Paul's; and this 
| Deponent by the ſaid Jenings's Directions was ſeem- 


ingly to comply with the ſaid complaining Car- 


penters in all that they propoſed, the better to be 
let into their Deſigns and Intentions, which this 
Deponent was, and did from Time to Time give 
Notice to the ſaid Jenings: And this Deponent was 
alſo by the ſaid Jening's Direction to encourage 
the ſaid complaining Carpenters to make their 
Application to Mr. Jones the Smith to deſire him 
eo join with and aſſiſt them in their Complaints; 
And this. Deponent was by the like Direction to in- 
form himſelf, as well from the ſaid complaining Car- 
penters as from the ſaid Jones himſelf and his Men, 
what Encouragement or Aſſiſtance the ſaid Jones 
pore them ; and for that Purpoſe, the Deponent was 
the ſaid Jenings ſent down to Woolwich to 
watch and obſerve the ſaid Jones Words and 
Actions in order to raiſe Occaſion of Complaint 
againſt him: And this Deponent further ſaith, 
That by the ſaid Jenings's Order he was te encou- 
rage the ſaid Complainers to Defame Mr. Thomas 

| Bateman 
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Bateman the Comptroller, and to inform the [aid 
Jenings of their particular Expreſſions they uſed a- 
gains the ſaid Bateman, who, as the ſaid Jenings 
affirmed, would handle the Men ſeverely for it Aud 
at another Time, the ſaid Jenings told this Depo- 
nent, That there was a Petition deliver'd againſt him 


the ſaid Jenings to the Commiſſioners ;, but the ſaid 


Jenings ſaid he had found the Commiſſioners 
other Work to give an Account of the Rents and 
other Mogeys of the Church, which he ſaid was 
more than they could do; ard the ſaid Jenings 
ſaid further, That he would make an Example 
of the ſaid Jones, and alſo of the Dean, Dr. Hate, 
and the regt of the ſaid Jones's Friends ;, and this 
Deponent further ſaith, That Mr. Sharpe the ſaid 
Jening's Foreman and Kinſman, hath ſeveral Times 


told this Deponent, That in the PeF#-Boy he Would 


find Advertiſements reflecting upon the Proceed- 
ings of the Dean, and Docter Hare, and Mr. Io nes, 
and bid this Deponent to look into them, and which 


he told this Deponent of generally before the ſaid Ad- _ 


| vertiſements were ſeverally printed; and this Depo- 


nent fur her ſaith, That both the ſaid Mr. Jenings 
and Mr. Sharpe directed this Deponent to inquire 
and find out by all Means poſſible, the particular 
Times he was charged with ſending of Men to 
Work on his private Occaſions, and at the ſame 
Time to anſwer at their Call at St. Paul's; and the 
ſaid Sharpe told this Deponent, That no Perſon 
could contradict or prove any Thing againſt 
Jenings, for that the ſaid Jenings and Sharpe had 
the Books in their own keeping, and could alter 
hem as they thought fir, and that the ſaid Je- 
nings ſaid no Harm could be done him. 


Jurat Viceſſimo die Martii, | 
Anno Dom. 1710. Coram me. Thomas Huntley. 
1 


— 
r 


— —— — — 
* 


. 

— — iO ELL — Aldi, ͤ% 6H. EP. * 
— © r er 0 Hoe . 098 — — 

- : - - 


32 


— — —— 
— Wa" 


—— — — 
„ 


_ — 
— 


* . — — . — 1 

— F— 

My 2 — novo a e 45>" 207th phy." * 
. ＋ ” 2 2 — 


92 — 
EL TION af 


— 
. 


222 


K ˙ On Pe af geen 
-—: 
— PR 


„ 

Iwill leave the Reader to make his own Re- 
marks on theſe Papers, and return. Mr. J. 
adds, p. 32. That all was done that could be, to re- 
move bim from the Buſineſs of the Chapter-Houſe, 
but Sir Ch. would continue him. Very true, he 
did ſo in Defiance of the Commiſſioners, and 
much it is for his Honour. But I would be glad 
to know of Sir Ch. if the Chapter- Houſe be not in- 
cluded in the Works of St. Paul's, by what Au- 
thority 'tis built, and if it be included, as it cer- 
tainly is, by what Authority he keeps a Man in 
the Work of the Chapter-Houſe, when the Com- 
miſſioners by Virtue of her Majeſty's Commiſ- 
fion have diſcharg'd him off and from all Work be- 
longing to the Fabrick of St. Paul's; at this ſame 
Meeting Mr. Bateman and Mr. Jenings were or- 
der'd to produce Vouchers to their Account of the 
Diſpoſal of the Mone ys collected at the Stair-Foot Door. 
lu purſuance of this Order, April 19. Mr. J. 
gave in the Paper recited p. 33--34. where the 
Want of Vouchers is ſupplied by Aſſurance and 
ill Manners. There is Nothing but his Word, 
which by this Time the Reader I believe thinks 
worth much, for the groſs Receipt or Disburt- 
ment. The Disburſment may poſſibly be true, but 
if the groſs Receipt be not ſo too, there may have 
been as great Corruption in this as in other Ar- 
ticles; and that the groſs Receipt is true, hardly 
any one will believe, that conſiders the vaſt Con- 


flux of People there was to ſee the upper-Part of 


the Church, while it was a new Sight. But not 
to inſiſt on this, which is an Incident Foreign to 
the main Buſineſs, tis ſaid, p. 35- that becauſe Mr. 
J. wiſh'd for ſome other Examination, and that ano- 
ther Examination afterwards came to paſs, there- 
fore he was ſaid to threaten from above. What! 
did the Commiſſioners in April ſay, he threatned 


from above, becauſe at their Requeſt another Ex- 
| amination 
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amigation came to paſs in December? But I can 
pardon this Nonſence, becauſe it brings us to this 
Examination, which is the only Thing in their 


Libel worth Notice. 
Application, ſay they, was made, that Her Majeſty 


would pleaſe to direct Ar. Jenings to be proſecuted 
on Complaints exhibited-againſt him. This Applica- 
tion the Commiſſioners made in their Letter to 
the Lord Chamberlain, inſerted at large in Frauds, 
Pag. 28---32 and which I have had Occaſion to 
mention before. Well, the Return to this was an 
Order to Mr. Attorney General to proſecute Mr. 
Jenings, if he found ſufficient Ground for it ; 
which Mr. J. was ſo pleaſed with, that he apply'd for 
as ſpeedy a Hearing as poſſible. Mr. Spencer was 
ſent to. for all Papers relating to the Matter. Now 
for ſome Dates; This Application for a Proſecu- 


tion was made May 5th.' Mr. Spencer is ſent to 


Oct. 17th, about which Time a new Commiſſion 
was order'd, and the Matter is heard Dec. 4. Won- 
derful Diſpatch, Mr. J. no doubt, would gladly 
have had it heard before the old Commiſſion was 
diſſolv'd, but that was a Favour not to be ob- 
tain'd. pet; 25 | 2 | 

But Neither Mr. Spencer: ſay they, nor his Aſ- 
ſociates could be reconciled to the Limitation of the 
Order, that Mr. J. was to be proſecuted, only in 
Caſe Mr. Attorney found ſufficient Ground for it. 


Strange indeed, very ſtrange, that Men could 
Not be reconciled to the Limitation of an Order 


they never ſaw. And then follows a-tragical Ex- 
cla mation againſt the Author of Frauds. For the 
fame Reaſon, no doubt, he ſays expreſly p. 33. that 
Her Majeſty had order d Mr. I. ta be proſecuted, 
leaving out that Clauſe, if the Attorney General 
found ſufficient Ground for it. And I appeal to all 
Mankind, whether a more infamous Prevarication 
were ever heard of. Soft and fair The Paſſage 
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in Frauds is this. The 17th of Oftober there came 
a Letter from Mr. Borret, the Solicitor, to Mr. 
Spencer, Clerk of the Works, (ignifying, that her 
Majeſty had ordered Mr. J. to be proſecuted, and 
requiring him, by Order of the Attorney-General, to 
lay before him what Papers he had concerning that 
Affair. Now let us compare what is ſaid to be 


the Contents of Mr. Borret's Letter, with the 


Letter it ſelf. 


| Inner Temple, Oct. 17.1711. 
SIR, 5 1 b 
R. Attorney-General having receiv'd Orders 
from ker Majeſty to * Mr, Jenings 
for Miſdemeanors complain'd of by the Commiſſioners 
for building the Church of St. Paul's, I am directed 
to ſend to you for what Papers or Proofs you have re- 
lating to that Matter, that I may lay them before 
Mr. Attorney, in Order for the Proſecution. I alſo 


deſire to ſpeak with you .ſo ſoon as you can convent- 


ently, Jam, &c. 3 
Will. Borret. 


Let. now Mankind judge, whether the Infamy 
lies on the Author of Frauds, or on him that 


charges it. But to come to their Account of the 
Report, Mr. Attorney, ſay they, proceeded quite 


in another Manner; | have too much Reſpect for 
the Attorney-General to ſay ſo. The Commiſ- 
ſioners proceeded with all poſlible Fairneſs, and 
Mr. Attorney could do no more; one Difference 
Indeed there is between him and them, which I 


impute to his very great Buſineſs, viz. he made 


his Report upon one Hearing, the Commiſſio- 


ners made not their Repreſentation till after five 


long ones, each at a Week's Diſtance from the 
other; well, but he ſummoned all Parties concern'd. 
1 anſwer, on Ar. Jenings's Side, attended beſides 


him- 
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himſelf his Council Mr. Dodd, Mr. Bateman, 
and one Th. Cook, Mr. Bate man's Clerk, whether 
by the Attorney's Order, or not, I can't ſay. On 


the Commiſſioners Part, no Body was order'd by 


Mr. Attorgey to attend, but Mr. Spencer, not 
as Council for the Commiſſioners, or with In- 
ſtructions from them, which. being at that Time 


diſſolv'd, they could not give, but as the Clerk 


or Actuary, with ſuch Papers and Evidences, as 
were in his Cuſtody, relating to that Affair. The 
complaining Workmen particularly, who ſeem to 
have been the moſt neceſſary Perſons, had no 
Order to attend; which being a Stranger to the 
Methods of the Law, I muſt own I do not under- 
ſtand the Reaſon of. Bat Mr. Jones, they lay, 
with Council, attended on Behalf of the Commiſſio- 
ners, Mr. Jones did indeed attend, and as an 
Evidence of his Attendance, took down in Wri- 


ting an Account of all that paſs'd, which I have 


ſeen, and ſhall make ſome Uſe of; but this he 
did purely of his own Head, as. having ſeen great 
Part of what had paſs'd before the Commiſſio- 
ners, but not with Council, nor at the Deſire of 
the Commiſſioners. Affdavits and Evidences on 
both Sides were produced: But the Perſons who 


ſhould and could have ſupported the Evidences 


againſt Mr. J. were not ſummoned, 1 mean the 
Workmen ;, nor were the Perſons, whoſe A ffida- 
vits were produced in Favour of Mr. J. preſent, 
which, in my humble Opinion, ſeems to have 
been neceſſary, in order to judge the better, not 
only of the Truth of the Afidavits, but of their 
Sence too, by obliging the Perſons to explain 
themſelyes; nor laſtly, were the Call-Books, or 
Books of Accounts produc'd, to which Ar. J. had 
refer'd himſelf. This Introduction to the Report 


will prepare the Reader not to be ſurpriz'd at. 


any Thing he finds in it. It conſiſts of three 


2 Parts; 
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Parts; firſt, the Matters alledg'd againſt Mr. F. 
as to Wages, Materials, and the Employment of 
his Men; ſecondly, his Defence upon each of 
theſe Articles, and /a#ly, the Attorney s Opinion 
upon each. As to the firſt, I have Nothing to 
obſerve, the Matters alledg'd being reported as 
they appeared by Affidavits and upon Examina- 
tion to the Commiſſioners; and little as to the 
Second, Mr. Fenings's Defence on each Head 
being for the moſt Part the ſame, as before 
the Commiſſioners, excepting ſome Affidavits, 
which he did not produce to them; The 
chief Thing therefore to be conſider d in 
this Report is Mr. Attorny's Opinion upon 
each Article, which I ſhall do with all the 
Re ſpect and Deference due to a Perſon of fo 
eminent a Station, and ſo diſtinguiſh'd - by 
his great Learning and Knowledge in the Lav.- 
Upon the firſt Head, the Mens Wages, Mr. A. 
torney ſeems to believe that Mr. J. has done no more 
than his his Predegeſſors and all other Maſter Car- 
penters uſually do. It may be true that his Prede- 
ceſſors had the ſame Allowance for their Men; 
but, with Submiſſion, it does not appear, other- 
wiſe than by Mr. 7's own Aſſertion, that either 
they did, or that other Maſters do make ſuch a 
Profit by it, and pay their Men ſo much ſhort. 
*T is certain Mr. F. has been allow'd full Pay for 
the beſt Workmen, but has employ'd many 
that were not ſo. Mr. Jones particularly obſerved 
to the Attorney General, that it had been defos'd 
to the Commiſſioners, that Mr. J. had hired an Ap- 
prentice for 5 s. a Week, and gave this Reaſon to 
his Maſter for allowing him no more, that he 
was a raw young Fellow that had not been three 
Months at the Trade. Sir Ch. indeed gives Mr. 
J. à very ample Teſtimonial for the Goodneſs of 
his Work, end ſays it has very well deſerv'd - 
tne 
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tbe Money he has had for it. But this I preſume 
Sir Ch. means only of ſuch Money as he was al- 
low'd for it, he can't mean all he has got out of 
his Mens Wages, that is impoſſible, unleſs we 
will ſuppoſe him privy to the Particulars of his 


Management in this dirty Article, which is fo 
diſhonourable a Suppoſition, that I ſhall leave it 
to thoſe who think it for their Service to inſiſt on 
it. Next, Mr. Attorney ſeems to think, that 
the Commiſſioners allowed Mr. J. to provide the 
under Carpenters, and had taken Notice that he 


agreed with them for leſs than he was allowd, But 
as to the laſt, 1 beg leave to ſay, the Commiſ- 


ſioners knew Nothing of it, nor does Mr. Spencer 
in the leaſt ſay they did, but, that he did not him- 
ſelf believe the full Price was paid: And as to the 
other, it may be true Mr. F.did in Fact ordinarily 
provide the Under-Carpenters, but he had no 
Power or Allowance for this from the Commiſ- 


ſioners, but from Sir Ch. whom they thought the 


fitteſt Perſon to leave that Truſt with. Nor 
with Mr. Attorney's Leave could the Com- 
miſſioners any Way take better Care, that the 


Pablick ſhonld not be defrauded by bad Work- 


men, or a Number of unneceſſary ones, than by 
truſting it wholy to Sir Ch. who, till the contra- 
ry appeared, might reaſonably be preſum'd to 


be the beſt judge of Workmen, and the moſt 


concern'd to employ good ones. From theſe 


Premiſſes Mr. Attorney doubrs the Succeſs of 4 


Proſecution on this Head. What the Succeſs of a 


Proſecution would be, is a Doubt with Mr. At- 


rorney ; which ſeems to allow, that it might poſ- 
ſibly ſucceed z to me, I coufeſs> it ſeems. very 
probable; for if the Men have deſerv'd the 


Wages allowed, in ſo great a Diſparity, the 
Wrong is done to therh, and if they did not 
deſerve them, the Wrong is done to the Church, 
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or rather to the Publick ; and I have often heard 
that the Law would allow a Remedy for a great 
and general Oppreſſion or Injury done either to 
Poor Men, or to the Public, and either Way, the 
Proſecution would not be without Succeſs. gy 

Upon the ſecond Article, embezeling the Ma- 
terials, Mr. Attorney is pleas'd to give Mr. 7's 
Defence in ſuch a Manner as may ſeem to allow 
it to be good, without giving his Opinion di- 
ſtinctly on this Head; this he leaves to the End 
of the Report, and there ſpeaks to this and the 
third Head together; but I beg Leave to con- 
ſider them aſunder. Mr. J. ſays then to the 
Second, that the Accuſations are uncertain, no 
Time being ſpecified therein, ſo that tis 1mpoſſible 
for him to give a particular Anſwer to the ſame. I 
anſwer, they are no Way uncertain, but as to 
Time; and that in other Reſpects they are fo 
well circumſtanciated, that if the Materials ſpe- 
cified had been diſcounted to the Church, it 
might eaſily be prov'd from the Books. And 
had the Workmen been examin'd, with Aſſu- 
rance of ProteQion and all fitting Encourage- 
ment, by one who could have acted with ſo much 
Anthority. as well as Ability, I am inclined to 
think, the Times might have been fix'd with 
Certainty enough, to have render'd the Frauds 
clear and plain, and the Proſecution effectual. 
As to the Shutters, Preſſes, &c. he ſays, Ha- 

wing Checks upon him, both for Materials and 
Mort, he made no Scruple to have them work'd in the 
Church-Yard, and appeals to the Diſcount in his 
Bills, and then produces the Afﬀidavit of Will. 
_ Dickenſon, and Th. Coo, and Th. Harman; the 
two firſt of theſe are mention'd as the Checks that 
were on Mr. Jenings; but it does not appear 
they were ſo, or who appointed them, the Com- 
miſſioners knew no Checks upon the MATION 
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the Clerk of the Works. As to the two Perſons 
named, one is Sir Cs Clerk, and the other Mr. 
Bateman s; the Third is Mr. Jenings's Foreman, 
who ſwears the Materials made Uſe of by Mr. F. 
were given an Account of to the foremention'd 
Perſons. But if this were done ſometimes, tis 
on the Contrary depos'd, and was to Mr. Jen- 
ings's Face, as Mr. Jones obſerved to Mr. Attor- 
ney, declar'd, that what was carried. away was 
ſo far from being allow'd for, That no Officer of 
the Church took any Account of them ; they were not 
numbred: weigh'd, or meaſured by any of them; 
but on the Contrary, the Men had Orders when 
they met Mr. Marples, or Mr. Fore, two Officers 
of the Church, to ſet down their Timber, 
Deals, or what other Materials they had, at the 
Saw-Pits, till they were gone; and that then they 
were order'd by Mr. Sharpe, Mr. Jenings's Kinſ- 
man and Foreman, to take up their Burdens, 
and that he puld out a Key and let them out at 4 
private Door ;, and what more particularly inva- 
lidates the Evidence of Cook, tis depos'd, that at 
his Houſe Work was done to the Value of 50 
or 60 Pounds. In Mr. Fenings's Account of Wood 
ſpent for Firing, there is Mention of ſome car- 
ried away for Mr. Spencer's Uſe ; but not a Word 
of what was carry'd to Cook's Houſe, or of a 
much greater Quantity carry'd to Mr. Bateman's 
Office at the Cuſtom- Houſe. Upon the third 
Article, the Employment of the Men in other Works 
while in the Pay of the Church, beſides the De- 
fence made to the Commiſſioners, Mr. F. pro- 
duc'd the Afidavits of Mr. Marples Clerk of 
the Check and of his Deputy Mr. Fore. But theſe, 
I humbly conceive, prove nothing, but that if 
Mr. J. or his Men gave Notice, that they were 
not at Work for the Cathedral, they were then 
ſtruck out of the Call-Books ; but the Cai-Books 


were 
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nere not produc'd, nor did Mr. Marple or hlt: 


Fone appear, which there ſeems to have been 
great Occaſion for, ſince | am aſſur'd that Mr. 
Attorney himſelf took Notice, that Mr. AAarples 
in his Affi davit fays only, That when Ar Jenings 
or his Men did inform him, they were Struck out; 
but does not poſitively declare, that Mr. F. or 
his Men did ever give ſuch iaformatiog/; whereas 


it was by many deposd, that the Men had Order 


to come to the Call Morning Noon and Night, 
and to come timely enough to fave the Call, as Mr. 
Jones obſerv'd to the Attorgey. In the Cloſe of 
the Report Mr. Attorney is pleaſed to ſay with 
Reſpe& to the ſecond aad third Articles, that 
the Evidence againſt Mr. F. not being particular 


as to the Times, it was impoſſible for him to give 


other Anfwers than he had done, or to apply the Check 


in the Officers Books of Mor imen ftruck out, or the 


Allowances | made for the Materials he 1s charged 
with. But to this Plea I haye already taken the 


Liberty to fay, that if the Workmen had been 


examined, the Times might probably have been 
ſufficiently aſcertain'd, and that then it would 
not have been impoſſible to apply the Check in 


the Books, &c. but if it were impoſlible, I can't 


but obſer ve, firſt, that the Commiſſioners are 
not to blame for not putting the Iſſue of the 
Cauſe upon them, and ſecondly, that it is ridj- 
culous in Mr. F. to appea 

ther Evidence qught to be receiv d in their Stead. 
Upon this Occaſion Mr. Attorney is pleaſed to 
ſay that Mr. Jones ſaid he mould produce the par- 
ticular Times when the Facts charged were dane, and 
i hat, tho? he had for ſome Weeks expected them, 
the ſaid Charges had not been made more cer- 
tain, Mr. Jones's Account of this Matter is, 
khat in Anſwer to all he offer d, Mr. Attorney 


declar'd, be could not take any Notice of it, it nut 
N appearing 


to them, and that o- 
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appearing to him upon Oath, but that if Mr. Jones 


could produce any Afidavits to prove what he 
ſaid, he would receive them, and deſir'd him to 
acquaint Mr. Jenings, when he would bring 
them. Accordingly, Mr. Jones ſays, he did wait 


on Mr. Attorney about a Fortnight after, 


with ſeveral Afidavits upon Oath, and gave 
Mr. Jenings Notice of it, and took with him for 
Council Sir P. King and Serjeant Richardſon, but 
as Mr. Attorney ſays, theſe Afrdavits perhaps 
did not make it much eafier to fix the Times ; 


and there being no Commiſſion to ſupport the 
Cauſe, for that or ſome other Reaſon, there it 


ended. 
The Conclufion of Mr. Attorney's Report is, 


that upon the whole Matter, he cannot but doubt, 


that there have been great Frauds committed in the 
great Work of St. Paul's. This judgment he ſeems 
indeed to make from the Opinion he has of Work- 
men in General, but I believe, he does not think 
the leſs Ill of them from the Particulars he has 


ſeen of their Management at St. Paul's: But not- 


withſtanding this Opinion of them, he has little 
Exæpectation of Advantage from a Proſecution on 
ſuch general Charges : If Mr. Attorney means, 
that it would be very difficult for a Jury to aſ- 


certain Damages, while the Charges are ſo Gene- 
ral, *tis not impoſlible, but by a careful Exami- 


nation theCharges may become more particular ; 
and if they ſhould not, tho” all the Advantage 
that were to be wiſh'd, could not be made of a 
Proſecution, it might however, to a very good 


Degree be made of Service to the Publick : If a 


Proſecution were in Earneſt carried on againſt 
Frauds and Abuſes committed in Publick Works, 
tho". thro? ſome Defects of Evidence it might 


miſcarry in the End, ſo far that the Delinqueats 


ſhould eſcape the legal Puniſhments, yet the 
G very 
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very Example, would I humbly preſume be of 
good Effet to deter Men from the like PraQi- 
ces, when they ſaw they ſhould incur a Proſecu- 
tion by them; and were Facts fully prov'd, tho 
the Penalty of the Law might be evaded, the 
Infamy due to ſuch foul PraQtices would not; and 
and Infamy I take to be no ſmall Puniſhment, 
but on the contrary» one of the moſt effectual 


Guards againſt a Repetition of the like evil 


Practices. 
But Mr. Attorney has the more Reaſon for ex- 


petting no great Advantage from a Proſecution, from 
hence, That thoſe who were appointed to be Checks 


on Mr. J. have ſeverally given ſo good an Account 


of bis Behaviour in that Work. What Account it 


is they have given, we have ſeen above. Now, 
with humble Submiſſion, if this be a good Rea- 
ſon for not proſecuting Mr. J. I think Maſter 
Workmen have little elſe to do, but to corrupt 
Surveyors and their Clerks, and let them do what 
they will, they are ſafe. 

At this Rate, let but the Parties concern'd 
agree to ſhare Profits, and then the more uni- 
verſal the Corruption 1s, the more ſecure they 
are from any Proſecution. But ſure this is a 
fatal Diſcovery to make to Men, of whom Mr. 
Attorney declares he has ſo ill an Opinion, and 
mult prove very deſtructive to the Publick Ser- 
vice, ſince no Doubt they know how to take 
and improve ſuch uſeful Hints: But if inſtead 
of this they were told, that let them combine 
never ſo cloſely together, reſolv'd ro ſtand by 
one another, the Law has Ways to reach them; 
and that all their Plots may be unravel'd, de- 


feated and expos'd by the honeſt Confeſſions of 


poor Men, whom they think they have at their 
Mercy, and apprehend Nothing from ; let them 
ſee, the pooreſt Men will be protected and en- 
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conrag'd for their honeſt Endeavours to detect 
ſuch Abuſes, and that can't fail of having a very 
good Effect. For great Frauds can't eaſily, in 
theſe Caſes, be committed without many being 
privy to them; and when they find that the 
Confeſſion: of one or two under Workmen 
may make the boldeſt of them tremble, it will 
make them careful not to offend, or at leaſt not 
groſly and to any great Degree. But this is ſaid 
with all due Submiſſion and Reſpect to better 
Judgments. | 
Mr. Attorney ends with ſaying the Commiſſi- 
oners have done all they could to examine into this 
Matter, and that if the Informations had been 
given ſooner, they might have done more. 
ö S8o perhaps, all Things conſid er'd, has Mr. At- 
: torney done all he could at one Hearing; but I 
; am perſuaded, that if the Examination had been 
E reſum'd, and the proper Perſons with Books, &c. 
l attended, he might have done more; but as it is, I 
don't ſee what Cauſe Mr. J. and his Aſſociates 
have to triumph in this Report, tis far enough 
from acquitting him, as they pretend, from the 
y IX Crimes he is charg'd with, and I dare ſay, where- 
eq ever this Report alone is read, it will do his Re- 
putation no great Service; nor have I heard, 
tho' this Report has been ſo long made, that 
wm the Commiſſioners for the new Churches have 
e any better Opinion of him, than thoſe of St. 
Paul's. No, the Facts are too well prov'd to be 
we disbeliev'd, and tho' he may eſcape the Law, he 
will by no Arts be able to avoid the ill Opini- 
n > | on of honeſt and impartial Men: Nor am 1 
c without Hopes, that there is ſtill another Way 
ot left, by which theſe Corruptions may find their 


eir due Reward. They ſeem indeed to be very little 
— apprehenſive of the juſt Reſentment of a Houſe 


Jof Commons, or elſe, they would not remind them 
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of their Frauds and Abuſes as they have, by preſenting 
their paultry Pamphlet to ſo many of the Members. 
I hope ſome of theſe publick Spirited Gentle- 
men will make a right Uſe of their Preſent, and 
in Juſtice to them, take Occaſion from it to 
ſearch to the Bottom of this Iniquity : The more 
they conſpire to evade the Law, the more neceſ- 
{ary is ſuch an Enquiry, eſpecially at this Time, 
when the great Work of the new Churches is 
in Hand; where ſome are acting, I am told, the 
ſecond Part of St. Paul's; and what they have 
already done in the Church of Greenwich, the 
firſt of the 50, is ſufficient to let the Nation ſee 
what is to be expeQed from their Management 
in the other 49, if an Authority, ſuperior to all 
Commiſſions do not interpoſe. And ſo much for 
Mr. Jenings, upon whom the Controverſy, they ſay, 
ſo much turns. x 

Now for a Word to Mr. Bradley and Mr. 
Phleps, Perſons ſo eminent in their Profeſſions, 
that til] very lately, I was intirely a Stranger to 
their Names: They complain of the malicious 
and unjuſt Reflections caſt on them by the Author 
of Frauds p. 31. But the Misfortune is, that 
what is there ſaid of the Clock and Great Bell, 
are not the Author's Words, but the Words of 
the Repreſentation the Commiſſioners made to 
the Queen, which Repreſentation was ſigned by 
two Biſhops, three Deans, Sir Thomas Meers and 
Dr- Harwood ; ſo that if theſe Artiſts have Rea- 
ſon to complain, the Complaint muſt fall on 
theſe Commiſſioners» and not on the Author, 
who only tranſcribes their Words: As to 
the Merits of the Cauſe, there needs little to 
be ſaid, The Clock and Bell ſpeak louder than 
either they or I can do; and what either 
of us can ſay, will have little Influence on 
any Body's Judgment, while Men can 3 

| hear 
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hear for themſelves. But if I am not greatly mi- 
ſtaken, neither of theſe Performances have had 
the good Luck to pleaſe, or to be generally ap- 


= prov'd. As to the Clock, the Maker, in his De- 


ſcription of it, does not tell us what Fault has 
been found with theFrame,which is made of com- 


mon, raw, flight, flat Bats of Iron, by no Means 


ſufficient for ſo great a Work, which is the Rea- 
ſon of its being braced in many Places. with croſs 
Pieces to ſupply by ſuch Patch-Work, the Want 
of a due Strength. Among the Commendations 
of his Clock, one is the Stoutneſs of the Work, which 
enables the Minute- Hands to perform their conſtant 
Periods, notwithſtanding the Greatneſs of the S. W. 
Winds, But if he had told us, how eaſily the 
Wind whirls them round, and that every now 
and then a Hand is blown off, no leſs than twice 
within this laſt Month, the Reader would be apt 
to ſuſpect, the Work is not ſo ſtout, as it ſhould 
be, as moſt certainly it is not; not that any 


Hands can ever laſt or go true, while theſe vi- 


diculouſly vaſt Apertures remain, in which, upon 
every high Wind there is an Hurrican. This 
therefore I muſt own, would hurt the Clock were 
it ne'er ſo good. Another Commendation of this 
Clock is, That it goes a Week, but with Mr. 
Bradley's Leave, I muſt ſay it were better if it 
went but a Day» for then 'tis manifeſt it would 
require leſſer Weights, and leſſer Weights would 


be leſs apt to break the Ropes, and when they 


did, by their Fall would do leſs harm; whereas 


Now, by ſach an Accident, the Roof under the 


Clock would probably be broke through, and 
the Tower it ſelf be in great Danger- This is 
an Evil, which Sir. Ch. did indeed intend to pro- 
vide againſt, by having proper Holes left to re- 
cieve the Weights in Caſe of their Falling ; but 
notwithſtanding his great Care of the _ 
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the Walls were carried on, without regard to 
any ſuch Intention too far, before it was ob- 
ſerved; ſo the intended Proviſion was not 
made. 5 | | 
As to the charging the Clock with being 
perpetually out of Order, Mr. Bradley ſays, That 
F it ever happens to be fo, it is not the Fault of the 
Clock, but by it's being made a ſhew of: But if this 
be ſo, why did he never Repreſent this to the 
Commiſſioners, all the while the Workmen had 
the ſhewing of it, which was above two Years ? 
When the ſhewing of it was put into otherHands, 
then indeed he drew a Curtain before the Clock 
that it might not be ſeen; which being com- 
plained of, he repreſented the Injury done his 
Clock by ſhewing it; this he ſays, he did with- 
out any Effect; which, I take leave to ſay, is not 
true; for the Church immediately ordered the 
Tower, the Clock is in, to be ſhut up, that none 
might come into it, which was all he deſired. 
Tho? this was not done ſo much on Account of 
the Clock as to prevent People's going upon the 
Leads, which were extremely damaged,while the 
Paſſage to them was in the keeping of the Work- 
men, by ſuffering all People to walk and ſlide, and 
cut their Names upon them, which Cuts in many 
Places go almoſt through the Lead; a Damage 
which 'tis hoped, Sir Chriſt. will take Care to 
have repaired. After this Order of the Church, 
no more Complaint was heard of for ſome Time: 
For they had, it ſeems, agreed the Matter a- 
mong themſelves, and there was a weekly Al- 
lowance out of their Profits made him for it, 
and ſo long all was well; but when this Allow- 
ance was withdrawn, then the Curtain was drawn 
again before the Clock; which occaſioning freſh 
Diſputes and Complaints, the Church confider'd 
thoroughly of the Matter> and took * 
| | are 
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Care that Mr. Bradley might have no more 
Handle of Complaint ; but after all, I muſt tell 
Mr · Bradley, That the ſhewing of the Clock was not 
the only Cauſe, as he pretends, of it's being out of 
Order; for in a Repreſentation he made himſelf 
in Writing on this Subject, about four Months 
ſince» he does affign many other Reaſons for it; 
as that, when it was firſt Set up, the Wheels of 
the Dial-Work were not encloſed, and that 
there fell a great Snow, which Froze in them; 
that another Time,the Dial-Works were pinch'd 


and the Motion ſtop'd upon the ſpringing up of 


the Floor, which had been ſettled by the Weight 
of the great Bell'ſtanding on it; another Time, 
two Springs broke before the Pendulum Spring 
was adjuſted, &c: but there is no need of ſaying 


more to ſhew how much Reaſon the Commiſſio- 


ners have to complain of Sir Ch, for not con- 
ſulting them before this Clock was order'd to be 


made; and a better Performance might very 


reaſonably have been expected, either from 
Mr. Tompion or the Company of Clockmakers, 


who would have been Proud of ſuch an Occaſion. 


to ſhew the World a Maſter-Piece ; and ſo much 
for the Clock. | 


Mr. Phelps the Bell- Founder makes much the 


ſame Complaint with Mr. Bradley ; His Bell is, 


he ſays, as good as could be made. And as a 
Proof of the Goodneſs of his Bell, when he re- 
ceived the Ballance of his Account, he voluntarily 
gave Bond to the Dean and Chapter to new- 
caſt the ſaid Bell, if required, within a Tear ; 
and this Bond, he ſays, is depoſited with the Off- 
cer of the Dean and Chapter. What is here 
ſaid of this Bond, was great News to me when 1 
read it, and is fo ſtill, The Officer of the Dean 
and Chapter is Mr. Spencer, and it was he paid 
to Mr. Phelps the Ballance of his Account; 
but 
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but neither Mr. Spencer nor the Dean and Chap- 


ter ever heard a Word of any ſuch Bond. How 
to reconcile theſe Things muſt he left to Mr. 


Phelps. But as to the Goodneſs of his Bell, I 


muſt ſay, the Commiſſioners had good Cauſe to 
complain, that whea Mr. Bagley the Queen's 
Founder offered to make the great Bell, they 
were not acquainted with it, that they might ſee 
and judge of the Propoſals of both. And after 


Mr. Phelps's Bell was made, 'tis known that Mr. 


Bagley did offer to make a much better out of the 
old one, which was not then remoy'd, to be him- 
ſelf at all the Loſs if he did not. Which Propoſal 
being reliſh'd by ſome of the Commiſſioners, be- 
fore they could have a Meeting, the old Bell 
was immediately knock'd to Pieces and carried 
off. So the Church is to abide by a Bell, which 
in the judgment of knowing Men, neither 


is nor ever can be a good one, the Mettal of 


it being much inferior to the old Oae. 


There remaining nothing more in this piti- 


ful Pamphlet, that has any Relation to Frauds 
and Abuſes, I ſhall for the preſent take my Leave 
of them, after correcting a Miſtake I have made 
p.14-where I have ſaid of Guineas, what belongs to 
another Matter ; which obliges me to take No- 


tice of their Appendix on that Subject, which, tis 


evident, is falſly repreſented. Upon the Fall of 
Guineas from 30 5. to 22 3. Mr. Spencer ac- 


quainted the Commiſſioners what Number he 


had then in his Hands, and had their Order to 
be allowed the Loſs upon the Payment of them; 
which appearing by his Receipts to amount to 
305 l. 17. 5. was accordingly allow'd by Sir Ch. W. 
and rhe Auditor ; ſo that his pretended Impoſi- 
tion inſtead of 576 /.9 5. can by their own Ac- 
count amount to but 270 J. 12 s. The Gain they 
ſuppoſe he made afterwards upon 2156 Guineas 3 


but 
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but of this they give not the leaſt Proof, where- 14 
as Mr. S. affirms, that inſtead of above 2000, he 17 
he did not gain by 200, and I believe no Body 4 
ill complain of a, Caſhier, who in turning ſuch 
ums as he did, made no greater Profit of Gui- 
neas at that Time. No more at preſent, in Ex- 13 
ectation of. the great Work, in which we are to 14 
have a Vindication of 4 Gentleman, who for his cen- 14 
have a Vin ill in Architeſture, is an Honour to his [4 
Country; and of another Gentleman, a particular 1 
Friend to the former, a Perſon of approv'd Merit and 47 
Character. This Work which they give us Hopes . 
of ſeeing very ſoon, ſhall in a little Time 
be followed with a Supplement in Honour 
of the Here of the Peice, ſetting forth, his great 
Skill in Architecture, his Ability in Calculations, of 
his Care and Fidelity in making Contracts, his Di- 14 
ligence in examining Workmen's Bills, and inſpe- | 
Qing their Works, and laſtly bis extreme Aver- 
ſion to all Bribes, and every thing that has the 42 
leaſt Appearance of Corruption. I have no Mind 
to leſſen Sir Ch's. real Worth, but have a great | 
one to vindicate the Integrity and Honour of the 41 
late Commiſſioners, and therefore, if the Advo- 138 
cates of Frauds will be ſaying falſe Things to | 
their Prejudice, they muſt be content to hear 
_ ſome that are true. In the mean Time, for the 
Entertainment of that other Gentleman, à particu- 
lar Friend to the former (which by the Way, looks 
as if he thought himſelf the greater Man) « Per- 
ſon of approved Merit and Character, I ſhall preſent 
him with two Letters from WoodFock, written 
by. Mr, Fletcher (ſome Years ago Foreman to 
Mr. Nempſter one of the Maſter Maſons of St. 
. Paul's) a very good and able Workman, but 
. whom his Maſter was forc'd to diſmiſs, becauſe 
he could not ſee and ſay Nothing; but afterwards 
he was employ'd in 9 ns at Arbei, and 
rom 
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(50) _ 
from thence it was apprehended ſome Diſcove- 
ries from him might reach the Commiſſhaners at 
St. Paul's. The Letters ave writ to a Priend in 
Town. The firſt is dated, Woodſtock, Oct. 31, 
(1710) and is as follows. ee 

Dear Friend, Sod 

" Aſt Saturday Tho. Cook and Sam. Fone cam 
L to Woodſtock and ſent for me to their Inn, un- 
er 4 Pretence at firſt of making a Viſit as they came 


that Way; they told me that they had a Letter from 
Mr. Bateman, in which he gave his Service to me, 


and deſir'd me to ſend him a Note under my Hand 
that | had Nothing to alledge againſt hifn, and 
alſo a Copy of the Petition I would have given 
the Committee, if not prevented by him, They ſay 


they heard I had been ſent for to London. He de- 
| fired alſo to know the Perſons. concerned in it (a very 


pretty Errand.) To which I returned this Anſwer, 
That Mr. Batzman had done very barbarouſly by me, 
in turning me out of St. Paul's without ſhewing any 


Manner of Reaſon why, and notwithitanding all the 
Submiſſion I could make, or my /Aaſter for me, No- 
thing would prevail but out I muſt go, and my Live- 


lyhood taken from me and my Family, for no other 
Reaſon but to ſhew his Arbitrary Power, and my 
Maſter not ſuffer d to employ me, alths* he had 


made an Oblation to him to implore his Favour to me 


as being a Perſon ſerviceable to him. I acknowledg'd 


that Providence had not only reſtor'd me to my Em- 


ployment, but to a much better Place; in which Time 
I had digeſted my ill Uſage aud had not lately ſo much 
as thought on it, and withall deſir a them to give my 


humble Service to Mr. Bateman, and deſired him to 


acquaint the Honourable Committee, and to ſend 4 
Letter from his own Hand, for what Reaſon I was 


turn'd out, and then I ſhould return an Anſwer, for I 


do not care to be concern'd with him, But ſeeing oy 
coul 
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could not prevail, tho" very importunate, they ſhew'd . 


me a Letter which they had brought from Mr. Bate - 
man to one Bobart, a Gentleman much in the ſame 
Place here as he.is in at St. Paul's, and wit hall threat - 
ning me that the Purport of that Letter was, by Mr. 
Wiſe's Orders ſent to him, to get me before him 
and my Maiter, whom I now ſerve, and then they 


did not doubt but I would comply with Mr. Bateman's ' 
Deſire, I told them I ſhould not, and ſo wav'd the 
Diſcourſe and left them. They ſtay d here all Night, 


and the next Morning renewed their Reque$t, but 
to little Purpoſe ; they return d laſt Night as they 
came; but now (which occaſions this Letter) I under- 


ſtand there is a Note included in the Letter, of ſeve- 


ral Queries which they are to get me to ſwear to or 
ag ainſt, before them, or to ſend him a Diſcharge. 
They could not conveniently meet to Day, ſo that 1 
can't give you. a full Account of it. I underitand 
the Committee meet next Wedneſday. If any Diſpute 

ould ariſe about me, I could heartily wiſh ſome Per ſon 
would eſpouſe myCauſe before them, and inſiſt upon it; 


for as far as I canlearn, he would fain turn me out 


here alſo, if he can. My Service to Mr. Simmons 


and all Friends, not forgetting your Conſort, and in 

my next I'll give you an Account of what is cont ain- 
ed in the Letter. I am | 
Your real Friend and Servant; 

Joſhua Fletcher. 


: Mood ſtock, Fan. 13th 1710-11. 
Dear Friend, 
AST Night I Receiv'd your Letter, dated the 
8th Initant, in Anſwer to which I ſend this to 
Acquaint you, that I thought to have been in London 
this Chriſtmaſs, and to have given you an Account 
F what had paſsd at Blenheim, eſpecially of Mr. 
Bateman's unfair Proceedings in ſending his Men 
with Letters to my Supertors to extort a Paper 1 
| wat 
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pitch my Hard, that'l mn to, aledge againſt 
A 


him. I told yon, I think in my laſt, that Treturmd 
no other Anſwer, than to deſire him to ſend me 
the Reaſon why I was turn'd out of St. Paul's; and 
and ſeeing he could not obtain his Deſire, he ſent 
another. Letter about a Fortnight after, that what he 
did was in Obedience to Sir Chriſtopher, 4 notori- 
ous Falſhood, for be knew nothing of it a Conſiderable 


time after; be further added, that he had heard 4 
very good Charetter of me, as a very quiet honeſt | 


Man, and that he was very well aſſur'd, that what 
I did I was perſwaded to by ſome Ill diſpoi'd Perſons, 
and therefore de ſir d the Gentleman to Renew his Re- 
queſt to me again; but it was to no Purpoſe, and had 
the Gentleman he wrote to, been of the ſame Spirit as he 
55 of, I muſt have comply d with him, or have again 
been turn d out of my Employment f the Com- 


quittee think to inquire into Things, they may * 
him to produce the Petition I Drew up to preſent 15 
them, which he took from me by Force, and threatn d 


ro lay me in a Goal for the ſame, as did alſo Mr, 
Jenings, what is Reported of my having talen Monty 


not to appear, is altogether Imaginary and Falſe, my | 


Good Friend, I than = for your Endeavour to ſer- 


ve me, I ſhould be glad at any Time to hear of yours, 


and your Family's Health, my Wife gives her Service 
to you and your Good Spouſe, which with mine alſo 
Is at Preſent all from Wo 
Your Real Friend and Servant, 
Jofhua Fletcher. 


The Reader, I believe, will not think theſe 
Letters want any Comment; if Mr. B. be of a- 
nother Opinion, I am content to wait his Leiſure 
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HE Anſwer to Frauds having made its Ap- 
: peatance, before the laſt of theſe Sheets 


waz quite wrought off, I can't but take theOppor- 


tunity, which the little Room that is left gives 
me, to congratulate the Authors upon the Pub- 


lication of their ſervsd Part; which both in the 
Matter and Manner of it has ſo great a Reſem- 


blance to the Fitſt, that the Reader will find 
great Part of it either fully anſwer'd already, or 
ſo evidently ſcandalous, that it onght to be paſs'd 
over with Contempt. If the Author of Fraids 
has in the Haſte which the Occaſion of writing 
it oblig'd bim to, made any one Miſtake in any 
incidental Matter, by his being miſiuform'd, it 
ſhall 'apon better Information be corrected; but 
alas! in ſuch a Number of Corruptions, as 
ſnall be ſhewn,- one more or leſs will make 
little Alteration ; As to the main Deſign of Frauds, 
which was to ſet in a true Light the Proceedings 
of the late Commiſſioners in relation to Mr. 
Fenings and the Iron Fence, and the Treatment 
they met with from thoſe who ought to have 
aſſiſted them; there is Nothing theſe Writers 
have or can advance, that can invalidate the 
leaſt Tittle of what is there ſaid. And as to 
other Matters, tis eaſy to ſhew the Fallacy and 
Weakneſs of their Defence in every Part of 
it; particularly all they ſay of the old and new 
Commiſſion, is anſwer'd by one ſingle Queſtion, 
viz. Whether the new Commiſſioners that were ap- 
pointed in October 1711. bave ever met excipt 
orice to open their Commiſſion ? But 'tis not my In- 
tention to tire the Reader at preſent with ſaying 
more on fo Uiſagreeable a Subje&, further than 
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to give him for a Taſte of this ſecond: Part, one 
flagrant Inſtance of their Inſincerity and Calumny, 
by which he will ſee this labouted Performance 
is equally odious and contemptible. Of the two _ 
Reaſons! offer d againſt a Royal Furniture, to be * 
nſed at ſuch ſolemn. Times when it ſhould-pleaſe 
her Majeſty to honour the Church with bet Pre- 
ſence, (and many ſuch the Church hopes for from 
the Bleſſings of her Reign) one is this, p. 17. 
The juſt Apprehenſion Sir Ch. had, that on the fur- 
niſhing the Choir with ſuch a new Set, the preſent Fur- 

_ niture (as good and fine as it was) would have been 
made 4 Perquiſite to the Rulers of the Choir; ſome of 
the Books and Cuſhions having been already carried 

to Ludgate Church, for the Uſe of Dr. Hare's Lady 
there; and probably they would not have been return d 
to St. Paubs, had not an unlucky and unexpetted En- f 
quiry been made after them. 

As ill an (Opinion. as I have of ſome Perſons, / 

| this Paſſage is ſcandalous beyond all I could ex? 
: pect. Tis true, that upon the Choirs being 

Me mut up in 1710, toclean and paint it, Dr. Hare 
being thea in Flanders, his Lady (as allo the Dead. 

of Sarum and his Lady) did, for the Service, | 
God, go to Ludgate, which is their Pariſh Church, 
where a convenient Pew with Books andCuſhions,. 
Borrow'd from St. Paul's, was provided for 
them; and from hencesSir ch. by theſe vileScriblers: 
18 made wickedly to conclude, that a Royal Furniture | 
would. be made a common Oae, and the com- 

mon one a Perquiſite.by the Dean and Chapter, 

and converted to their private Uſe. If any 
Thing can make theſe Authors bluſh, let thein 
read the Account the Rector of Ludgate has given 
under his Hand of this Matter; the Reverend 
Mr. - Whisfeld, a Perſon of ſuch known Integrity 
and Pjety, as ſets him above all Suſpicion of 
Falſhood and! Prevarication. They will find it on 


the Reverſe of the Title Page. 
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